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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 10th June 2024 
 

                       

Present: -  
Cllr Alex Mountcastle  
Cllr Gary Manning -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
 
PCSO Arlene Ormston 

 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:35 

 
1.      To accept apologies for Absence: - 
             Apologies were received from: - Cllr Louise MacKenzie, Ward Cllr Peter Geary and Ward Cllr Keith   

McLean. 
 
 

2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
 

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
13th May 2024 
 
Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th May 2024 be approved and signed as a correct 
record.  

  
 

LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                

 Clerk 
The Pavilion 

       63a High Street 
     Lavendon 

MK46 4HA 

 
Tel: 01234 241941 

Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org 
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 4. Public Questions 
Mr Chapman attended the meeting to ask about the recent announcement concerning Green Hill Solar 
Farm and to express an interest in becoming a Councillor.  
 
Cllr Manning provided the meeting with a brief update on the key points following his recent 
attendance at a presentation briefing held by Island Green Power outlining the proposals for the Solar 
Farm.  
 

• Government plans to reach 70GW capacity which will contribute to 12% of the country’s needs. 

• They build storage onsite - each site has panels, batteries, inverters, sub station, site access, 
security fencing. 

• All sites connect to Grendon. 

• 2024 is a year of planning / surveys etc - ready to submit Spring 2025. Then roughly: 6 month 
hearing, 3mths recommendations time, planning recommendations, secretary of state has 3 
months so end of 2026 for a decision / to start the construction. 

• 24 month build in total - but not all at the same time, depends when each site starts. 

• Cabling will be underground - no overhead cables. 

• Cabling route isn’t accurate yet but will be defined within 50 metres. 

• 60 year operational period 

• At the end it is decommissioned (or a new once constructed), and land handed back to the 
landowner.  

• Land is leased from the landowners. 

• Site G (and all sites) need a soil survey to grade the soil. 

• Other surveys include ecology (wildlife), landscape (how it looks), hydrology (flooding), glint 
and glare, noise surveys. 

• Type of panels not yet decided either 3m high fixed or 4.5m trackers. 

• They want to help improve local facilities / footpaths / fix things, but we need to tell them 

• Next - wider public consultations eg the newsletter, website open 

• The website has a hotline and email address for residents to get more info. 

• Community funding - what do we want? 

• They will also produce a “public feedback report” which shows feedback from the public, but 
won’t include anything if people don’t message them /call in. 

 

5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
 
The meeting considered and acknowledged the crime report presented to it by PCSO Ormston for the 
period 12/05/2024 – 09/06/2024. 

       
  Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon – 12/05/2024 – 09/06/2024 

 

1 x theft of tools out of vehicle May 

  

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
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1 x sus male knocking on door saying he is from Office for National Statistics May 

1 x ASB – youth riding on private scooter on pavement with passenger May 

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
Theft of motorcars / motorbikes / bicycles – All of MK 

 
 
 

Any Other Business 
 
Next Rural Community Forum – Tuesday 16th July at 7 pm in village hall, Stoke Goldington 
 

 

 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  No Ward Councillors were available to attend the meeting. 
  

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st – 31st May 2024  
 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st -31st May 2024 as 
circulated, be approved.  

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer  
 Resolved: That Cllr Manning be appointed as accounts scrutineer. 
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 The following items were put forward for approval: - 
 
7.3.1 Cllr Ginepro reported that there was a diseased tree at Soames Green in need of dismantling. It was 

agreed that Cllr Ginepro would obtain a quote for the work and report back at the next meeting. 
 
7.3.1     Cllr Mountcastle asked if there was a budget for village events. The Clerk confirmed there was a      

budget of £1,000.00.  Cllrs to consider holding an event similar to the one held last year for the King’s 
Coronation. 

  

8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 
8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Benches - Harrold Road   

Completed. Nothing further to report. 
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• Play Park 

 

o Picnic benches 

             These are on order. 

 

o Basket Swing   

Completed. Nothing further to report. 

 

• Kissing Gates  

Nothing further to report. 
 

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan 

Quotes are current being sort for the ground works to be carried out. 

 

• Neighbourhood Plan 

Nothing further to report.  

 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) 

Cllr Manning reported that he is currently working on a draft plan which he hopes will be ready for 

the next meeting. 

 
8.2 Zip Wire & Football Table 

The zip wire has been repaired and the football table dismantled and removed. The basketball hoop 

and net have been replaced with new ones. 

 
8.3 The proposed transfer of land – East Side of Harrold Road 

The Clerk provided the meeting with an update on the proposed transfer of the land to the east side of 
Harrold Road. A discussion took place, and it was agreed that further information was needed 
regarding the landowner’s obligations under the “Positive Covenant” to plant a hedge along the 
boundaries and the sowing of grass seed. It was further agreed that the Transfer should not be signed 
until such time as agreement on the hedge and grass seed had been reached.  

  
Resolved: That the Transfer should not be signed until an agreement had been reached on the planting 
of a hedge along the boundaries and the sowing of grass seed. Clerk to seek further clarification from 
the Solicitor concerning the landowner’s obligations under the “Positive Covenant.” 

 

9.   Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To discuss proposals for the rejuvenation of the play area at Dodds Hill 

Cllr Ginepro outlined the details of draft proposals for the rejuvenation of the play area at Dodds Hill 
which included new play equipment, the installation of new fencing and path. The estimated cost of the 
project is expected to be in the region of £53,000.  An application for S106 grant funding will be made 
for contributions towards the cost of the project. 
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Details of the proposals were discussed and agreed to in principle. Cllr Ginepro to consult with Phil Snell 
at MKCC regarding having the plans drawn up and possible options for different types of play equipment. 

 
Resolved: That the draft proposals for the rejuvenation of the play area at Dodds Hill be agreed to in 
principle.  

 
9.2 To discuss joining the Rural Village Services Group 

The Clerk reported that she had received an invitation for the Parish Council to join the Rural Village 
Services Group (RVSG) which is part of the Rural Services Network (RSN). The aim of RVSG is to ensure 
that rural villages can have a voice to share their experiences and good practice. The RSN works on 
behalf of members as the national champion for rural services. A discussion took place, and it was 
agreed that there were potential benefits for the Parish Council in joining the RVSG.  
 
Resolved: That the Parish Council will join the Rural Village Services Group for a year and review again 
after 12 months.  

 

10. Planning Applications -   
Updates 

 
10.1 Application no: 24/00523/HOU - Proposal: The replacement of the front and side windows  

At: 33 Northampton Road, Lavendon. No objections 
 

10.2 Application for Diversion of a section of the public footpath adjacent to Northey Farm (NN29 7NP) 
which is adjacent to the A509 between Olney and Bozeat. No objections 

 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Play Park 
             Cllr Ramsden reported that the “Bell” at the play Park is not spinning. 
 
 AP1: Clerk to notify MKCC. 
 
11.2     Community Litter pick  

The litter pick that was due to take place on Sunday 9th June will now take place on Saturday 22nd June 
at 2pm.  
 
AP2: Cllr Manning to arrange for the event to be advertised on the Parish Council’s Facebook page.  

  
11.3 Village Hall Meeting  
 Cllr Manning to attend the next village meeting on Monday 17th June. 
 
 
 



 

6 
 

12. Date of next meeting  

 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 8th June 2024 at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 21:20  
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 


