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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 10th March 2025 
 

                       

 
 
Present: -  

Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
Cllr Gary Manning  
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Ward Cllr Peter Geary 

 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:35 
 

1.    To accept apologies for Absence: - 
Apologies were received from: - Cllr Alex Mountcastle, Ward Cllr Keith Mclean and PCSO Arlene 
Ormston.     

 

2.     Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on   
10th February 2025.  
 
Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th February 2025 be approved and signed as a 
correct record.  

  

 4. Public Questions 
      There were no members of the public present.  
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5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 07/02/25 – 07/03/25.  
 

   Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon – 07/02/2025 – 07/03/2025 
 

Criminal damage (graffiti various places around Lavendon) February 2025 

  

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

  

  

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
 

 
 
 

Any Other Business – Next Rural East Community Forum – Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 7 pm at Astwood 

Village Hall 

 

       

 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr Geary’s report included the following items: - 
  

6.1       MK Connect Contract Awarded - Update 
Ward Cllr Geary reported that the MK Connect Contract has been awarded to Arriva. The new contract 
retains a lot of the original service benefits within a reduced budget. One notable change is the 
introduction of a commitment to a maximum waiting time of 60 minutes.  

 
 6.2 Waste Tip Newport Pagnell – Update 

The Newport Pagnell and New Bradwell recycling centres are set to close by the end of March 2026.  
However, they may remain open slightly longer period. These sites will be replaced by two new 
facilities, one in Old Wolverton to serve the northern areas of MK and another in Snelshall for the 
south.  

   
 6.3 Flooding – update 

Ward Cllr Geary reported that he had used the budget to propose two amendments aimed at securing 
additional funding for the village but both amendments were voted against. He further added that the 
EA has granted £150,000 to Lavendon for flood prevention scheme works; this being the same amount 
that was secured in 2022. Ward Cllr Geary will be attending the MKCC Environment & Scrutiny 
Committee meeting on Thursday 27th March, 2025 where flooding in Lavendon is scheduled for 
discussion. He suggested that it would be a good idea to hold another village meeting prior to the 
Committee meeting to discuss flooding. Officers from MKCC would be invited to provide residents with 

https://milton-keynes.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=0
https://milton-keynes.moderngov.co.uk/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=0
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an update on finances, what has been completed and what still needs to be agreed.  It was agreed that 
the Clerk would look into possible venues for holding the meeting.   

 

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st – 28th February 2025 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st – 28th February as 
circulated, be approved.  

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer.  
 Resolved: That Cllr Michael Chapman be appointed as accounts scrutineer  
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 The following items were put forward for approval: 

 
7.3.1 Inverter Health Check 

The meeting was asked to consider a quote of £300.00 received for a health check of the inverter. 

Following discussion, it was agreed that a second quote should be obtained for comparison. 

Resolved: That the Clerk obtain an additional quote and report back at the next meeting. 

7.3.2 CCTV System Upgrade 

A quote of £879.00 was received for upgrading the current CCTV system and software. The meeting 

reviewed the quote and determined that more detailed information was needed before a decision 

could be made. 

Resolved: That the Clerk obtain further information regarding the quote and provide an update at the 

next meeting. 

7.3.3 Drainage Work at the Playing Field 

A quote of approximately £500 was received for labour and materials to improve drainage at the far 

end of the playing field. The meeting agreed to accept the quote as it was competitively priced. Cllr 

Ginepro was designated to oversee the work. 

Resolved: The quote for the drainage work be approved. 

7.3.4 Purchase of Gel Bags for Flood Prevention 

The meeting reviewed quotes for FloodSax and Gravitas Hydrosnakes, to be funded through Ward Cllrs 

grants. It was agreed that Gravitas Hydrosnakes would be the preferred option. 

Resolved: That Gravitas Hydrosnakes be purchased using grant funding. 

7.3.5 Replacement of Wooden Bollards 

Cllr Ginepro reported that the wooden bollards along the southern edge of the playing field were 

rotten and needed replacing. After discussion, it was agreed that they should be replaced. 

Resolved: The Clerk to obtain quotes for replacing the bollards. 
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8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 
8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Harrold Road Benches -Actioned 

• Kissing Gates -Actioned 

• Playing field - The Basket Swing - Actioned  

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan – Decision relating to the application for S106 funding is 

expected shortly. 

• Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr MacKenzie advised there was nothing further to report. 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) – Cllr Manning reported that a flood plan has been draft 

but there were no further updates at this point.     

8.2 Ward Councillors Grant 2025-26 

In addition to the grant previously awarded by Ward Cllr Debbie Whitworth, a new grant of £321.82 

has been awarded to the Parish Council by Ward Cllrs Keith McLean and Peter Geary. This funding will 

help support the Parish Council with the purchase flood defence equipment such as gel bags and a 

storage unit. Item 7.3.4 above refers. 

 
8.3 Community Fund application         

Following the decision at last month’s meeting, a submission has been made to the Community Fund 
for funding for ANPR Cameras. 

 
8.4 Pavilion Insurance claim – update 

The clerk reported that an email had been received from the insurance brokers stating that the 
insurance company had reviewed the matter and maintained their position that the internal cracking is 
not related to the claim. 

 
8.5 iCaSH Sexual Health Outreach Service  

Email from iCaSH Sexual Health Outreach Service requesting the Parish Council’s support in promoting 
sexual health services for all age groups in Milton Keynes. The aim is to ensure residents are aware of 
how to access sexual health services.  Following a brief discussion, the meeting confirmed its support 
for the initiative.   

 
8.6 Litter picking 

In recent weeks, several residents have carried out litter picking around the village. They reported 
finding a significant number of discarded wine bottles and beer cans along the verge on Olney Road 
heading towards Olney, most of which has now been cleared. 
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9. Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To review fees for the cemetery and allotment.  

The meeting was asked to consider the allotment fees for 2026/27, as these needed to be 
communicated to allotment holders by the end of March 2025. 
 
To support the discussion, the Clerk presented a breakdown of the current year's operating costs, 
highlighting a deficit of £950.00. The main expenses included water charges, rent, and ground 
maintenance fees. 
 
The financial figures were reviewed, and it was agreed that the current fee structure is unsustainable in 
the long term.  It was therefore agreed to increase the fees from £4.20 to £11.00 per pole, effective 
from 1st April 2026. This adjustment is intended to ensure that operating costs are fully covered 
moving forward. In addition, it was agreed that cemetery fees will increase by 3% from 1st April 2025 
to take account of rising maintenance costs. 

 
Resolved: That fees for the allotment and cemetery are increased as set out above. Allotment holders 
to be notified in writing of the increase by 31st March 2025. 
 

9.2 To receive update on Old School lease agreement. 
The Clerk provided an overview of the solicitor's advice regarding the tenant's request for a lease 
extension. It was agreed that the Clerk would share the details of the advice with Cllrs for their 
feedback. 

 
 Resolved: Details of the solicitor’s advice be shared with Cllrs. 
 
9.3 To discuss and review the provision of dog waste bins. 

Following further representations from a resident, the meeting was asked to reconsider its earlier 
decision not to relocate the dog bin from its current position at the corner of High Street and Harrold 
Road to the opposite corner. After reviewing the resident’s presentation, the meeting concluded that 
there was no justification for the move and reaffirmed its decision to keep the bin in its current 
location.  

The meeting also reviewed the overall provision of dog bins within the village. After discussion, it was 
agreed that the current number and locations were adequate, and no additional bins were needed at 
this time. 

Resolved: That the dog bin at the corner of High Street and Harrold Road would remain at its current 
location and that no additional bins were needed at the present time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

6 
 

 

10. Planning Applications -   
 

New Applications 
  
10.1 PLN/2025/0191- Garage conversion to create a one-bedroom annex and demolition of existing front 

porch to replace with a new front porch (Retrospective) at 35 Olney Road, Lavendon, MK46 4EU. No 
objections. 

 
10.2 PLN/2025/0266 - The installation of an external ramp and installation of new front door, windows and 

security shutter. Replacement of external fascia sign and window prints at Lavendon Post Office & Stores, 
15 High Street, Lavendon, MK46 4EX.  
 
As discussion to place regarding the application and it was agreed to respond that while the Parish 
Council fully supports adding an external ramp to improve accessibility, especially for people with 
mobility challenges, it does have some concerns about the proposed signage.  The parish Council feels 
that the current design is not in keeping with the village’s established aesthetics. 

 
10.3 PLN/2025/0283 - Advertisement consent for 1x externally illuminated fascia sign and 5x non-illuminated 

window prints at Lavendon Post office & Store, 15 High Street, Lavendon, MK46 4EX. Item 10.2 above 
refers. 

 
10.4 PLN/2025/0374 - Demolition of existing single storey rear extension and erection of a two-storey rear 

extension at 36 Olney Road, Lavendon, MK46 4ET. No objections. 
 

 Previous applications - Updates 
 

10.4 PLN/2025/0016 – The demolition of existing conservatory and proposed erection of a single storey rear 
extension with roof lights including associated alterations to ground floor windows and doors at 36 
Castle Toad, Lavendon, MK46 4JE. Approved subject to conditions. 

 
10.5 24/01450/OUT - Outline application (matters of access and woodland landscaping to be considered, 

with matters of layout, scale, appearance and non-woodland landscaping reserved) for a self-build 
residential development of 9 dwellings at Land Southwest of Uphoe Manor Farm, Bedford Road, 
Lavendon. Refused. 

 
10.6 PLN/2025/0054 - The installation of two side dormer extensions, a ground floor front and side 

extension and application of render and cladding to front and side elevations. New multi-fold doors to 
rear elevation, replacement of first floor window on front elevation and removal of door on ground 
floor side elevation at 7 Joiners Way, Lavendon, MK46 4JF. Approved subject to conditions. 

 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Tree Maintenance in the Village 
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Cllr Ginepro reported that several trees around the village were dead and needed to be removed. He 
obtained a quote for the work, totaling £650 + VAT. After a brief discussion, the meeting agreed to 
accept the quote and for the work to go ahead.              

  

12. Date of next meeting  

 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 14th April at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 22:00 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 


