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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 10th February 
2025 
 

                       

 
 
Present: -  

Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
Cllr Gary Manning  
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Alex Mountcastle  

 
Ward Cllr Peter Geary 

 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19.30 

 
1.   To accept apologies for Absence: - 

   Apologies were received from: - Arlene Ormston (PCSO) 
 

2.      Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
          Cllr MacKenzie declared an interest in item 8.7 of the Clerk’s report. 
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3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on     
13th January 2025  
 
Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 13th January 2025 be approved and signed 
as a correct record.  

  
 

 4. Public Questions 
      There were two members of the public present. 
 

Residents attended the meeting to update councillors regarding ongoing discussions with the Flood 
and Water Management Team at MKCC regarding the September 2024 flooding, which affected 
several houses along Harrold Road. One resident read an email from the Flood and Water 
Management team, which mentioned that a recent site visit identified the main challenge was pushing 
water uphill to the main AWA carrier. It was suggested that the resident discuss this with the Parish 
Council. 
 
The Parish Council was asked if it would visit the site to investigate further. Following a brief discussion, 
it was agreed that Cllr Ginepro would visit the site to assess the situation. 

 
 

5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
 
 PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 10/01/25 – 07/02/25 
 

 Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon – 10/01/2025 – 07/02/2025 
 

None  

  

  

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

Dangerous / careless driving reported  February 2025 

ASB (Antisocial behaviour) in the community January 2025 

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
 

 
 
 

Any Other Business – Next Rural East Community Forum – Wednesday 26th February – 

Olney Centre at 7 pm 
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 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr Geary report included the following items: - 
 
6.1       Planning Application - Land to the North West of Harrold Road, Lavendon 

Ward Cllr Geary stated that there were 24 objections to the planning application.  As a result, the 
application will now go to the planning committee, most likely in April. 
 

 6.2 Waste Tip – Newport Pagnell 
The planned closure of the waste tip at Newport Pagnell is to be discussed at the next MKCC meeting 
on 27th February.  Ward Cllr Geary will be lobbying for a new facility to be built in MK East. 

 
    
 6.3 MKCC budget proposal for 2025/26   

Ward Cllr Geary will meet with the financial team at MKCC tomorrow to discuss proposing a motion at 
the budget meeting on 19th February. The motion will seek to allocate funding in the 2025/26 budget 
for flood prevention works and request a grant of £5000 for flood equipment.  
 
Ward Cllr Geary commented that a Scrutiny Committee meeting is scheduled for 27th March and would 
encourage people to attend to show their support. 
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Chris Curtis (MP) seeking 
support for the motion. 

 
Resolved: The Parish Council to write to Chris Curtis (MP), requesting support for the motion to amend 
the budget for 2025/26 to include funding for a flood prevention scheme and flood equipment (i.e. Gel 
bags) for Lavendon. 
 

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st – 31st January 2025 
 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st - 31st January 2025 
as circulated, be approved.  

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer  
 Resolved: That Cllr MacKenzie be appointed as accounts scrutineer.  
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 The following items were put forward for approval: 
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7.3.1 The Clerk presented the meeting with details of the renewal quote for the ground maintenance 
contract for the upcoming 12-month period, starting in April. The meeting considered the request, and 
it was agreed to accept the quote from CutCrew. 

 
 Resolved: That the quote from CutCrew be accepted. 
 
7.3.2 The meeting was asked to consider a quote received for the installation of a gate at the entrance to the 

newly acquired land at Harrold Road. The meeting reviewed the request and approved the quote from 
CutCrew, determining that it was reasonable and provided good value.  

 
 Resolved: That the quote from CutCrew be accepted. 
 
7.3.3 The meeting was also asked to consider quotes for the purchase of two benches as part of the work to 

be carried out to extend the footpath from existing into new area of cemetery.  The meeting reviewed 
the request, and it was agreed to accept the quote from Marmax for two Consett benches on the basis 
that these would be the most suitable option for the cemetery. 

 
 Resolved: That the quote from Marmax be accepted. 
 
7.3.4 Appointment of Internal Audit – for the 2024/25 Financial Statement  

The meeting was asked to consider the need to appoint an Internal Auditor in advance of the financial 
year end 2024/25.  Following a brief discussion, it was agreed to appoint Mrs. Betts, the previous 
auditor, as she has consistently demonstrated a strong understanding and expertise in local 
government finance. 
 

 Resolved: That Mrs Betts be appointed as internal auditor for the 2024/25 Financial Statement. 
 

8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 
8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Harrold Road Benches -Actioned 

• Kissing Gates -Actioned 

• Playing field - The Basket Swing - Actioned  

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan – Clerk to apply for S106 Funding 

• Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Mackenzie to schedule a meeting to begin the review of the 

neighbourhood plan. 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) – Cllr Manning reported that following a recent meeting a 

plan is now in place.   
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8.2 Crime prevention funding 

Community groups in Thames Valley can apply for a share of £200,000 in crime prevention funding, 

with grants of up to £10,000 available. Projects must align with the PCC’s Police and Crime Plan 

priorities: Protecting Communities, Protecting People, or Protecting Property.  

 After a brief discussion, it was agreed to submit a funding application for the installation of ANPR 

cameras to help improve road safety in the village. 

 Resolved: That a funding application would be submitted for the installation of ANPR cameras. 

 

8.3       Buildings Insurance - update 
The insurers were asked as to whether they would consider the inclusion of subsidence at the Old 
School. Despite receiving the report from the structural engineer, they have decided not to provide 
insurance for subsidence moving forward.  A decision on the Pavilion is still pending. 

 
  

8.4    Ward Councillors Grant 2025-26 
A grant of £150 has been awarded to the Parish Council by Ward Cllr Debbie Whitworth. This funding 
will help support the Parish Council in purchasing flood defence equipment such as gel bags. 

         
 
8.5.     Grit Bin – Joiners Way 

MKCC Highways have confirmed that the grit bin does not belong to them.  The request made for the 
grit bin to be permanently located on the other corner of Joiners Way is under consideration and a 
decision is expected shortly. The cost to refill the grit bin is £323.33 (1/2 Ton of grit). The Clerk has 
asked Highways to review the decision for refilling the bin, as the Parish Council did not previously 
incur a charge for this service. 
 
 

8.6        Allotment - Drainage issues 
The Clerk reported that an email had been received from an allotment holder highlighting an issue 
caused by recent heavy rain. The rain has led to mud flowing from the field onto the allotment pitches 
and water pooling due to blocked drainage. The buildup of soil (bund) along the tree line is preventing 
water from reaching the drainage ditch behind it. The allotment holder has requested that a channel 
be dug at the lowest point of the bund to allow rainwater to flow into the ditch. 
 
The Clerk reported that she had sought advice regarding this request. However, she was informed that 
digging a channel would not resolve the issue, as the ditch is already full. Additionally, as the land is 
rented from The Oxford Diocese, any work would require permission from the landlords before 
proceeding. 
 
A discussion took place, and various options were considered. It was agreed to explore the possibility 
of obtaining permission from the landowner of the field behind the allotments to manage the runoff 
from the arable land. 
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8.7        Metal detecting – Land at Harrold Road 

The Clerk reported that an email had been received from resident seeking permission from the Parish 
Council to conduct metal-detecting on the newly acquired land at Harrold Road.   
 
The request was discussed, and it was agreed to grant permission, provided certain conditions were 

met. It was further agreed that the Clerk would write to the resident setting out the conditions to 

ensure responsible and appropriate use of the land.  

 
8.8 Allotments 

There are currently 2 vacant allotment plots. It was agreed that these would be advertised on 
Facebook. 
 
 

8.9 Road Safety and 20mph Statutory Speed Limits  
The Clerk reported that a letter had been received from Mursley Parish Council encouraging other 
Parish Councils in the area to support the 20’s Plenty for Buckinghamshire campaign.    

   
The request was discussed, and it was agreed to support the 20’s Plenty for Buckinghamshire 

campaign. 

Resolved: That the Parish Council supports the 20’s Plenty for Buckinghamshire campaign. 

 

9.         Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To discuss and agree a response to the request by Little Birches for an extension to lease at the Old 

School. 
The Clerk referred to previous discussions regarding the tenant's request for an extension to the lease. 
After reviewing the request, it was decided that Cllr MacKenzie would examine the terms and conditions 
of the current lease and report back to Cllrs at the next meeting. 

 
Resolved: Cllr MacKenzie to examine the terms and conditions of the current lease and report back to 
Cllrs at the next meeting. 

 
9.2 To discuss and agree a response to the Community Governance Review 2025. 
 The meeting reviewed the details of the Community Governance Review 2025. After discussion, it was 

agreed that the draft proposals would have a minimal impact. No significant concerns were raised, and 
it was also agreed that Cllrs submit individual responses to the proposals put forward under the 
Community Governance Review.  

 
 Resolved: Cllrs to provide individual responses to the proposals put forward under the Community 

Governance Review 2025. 
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9.3 To discuss and agree to a response to the request to sign the Armed Forces covenant. 
The request to sign the Armed Forces covenant was discussed, and it was agreed that the Parish Council 
would support the initiative by signing the covenant. 
 
Resolved: That the Parish would sign the Armed Forces covenant.  

 
9.4 To discuss and review the provision of dog waste bins. 

The Clerk referred to previous discussions regarding the provision of dog waste bins and the request to 
relocate the bin at the corner of High Street and Harrold Road to the opposite corner. The concern was 
that dog walkers were having to cross the road to use the bin and then cross back, which was considered 
unsafe. After reviewing the request and the concerns raised, the meeting concluded that there was no 
justification for relocating the bin, as its current location was not considered unsafe. However, it was 
agreed to explore the possibility of installing a dog bin closer to the Copse. It was agreed to carry forward 
this forward to the next meeting. 
 
Resolved: To further consider installing an additional dog bin near to the Copse.   

 

10. Planning Applications -   
 
New Applications: 
 
10.1 PLN/2024/2719 - Listed Building Consent for the proposed repairs to the property after sustaining flood 

damage at 3 Olney Road, Lavendon.  
 
 Updates: 

 
10.2 24/01932/DISCON - Approval of details required by condition 3 (windows) of 24/00502/LBC at 33 

Northampton Road, Lavendon. Flush Window Sections Approved. 
 
10.3 24/02003/TCA - The reduction of Gleditsia (A) from 5m tall by 4m wide to 4m by 3m, of Cherry (B) 

from 4m x 3m to 2.5m x 2m, of Vine Leaf Maple (C) from 6m x 4m to 4m x 3m, of Apple (D) from 3m x 
2m to 2m x 1.5m, of Plum (E) from 3m x 2m to 2m x 1.5m, of Bird Cherry (G) from 10m x 10m to 7m x 
7m, of Robinia (H) from 9m x 6m to 7m x 4m, and the removal of stem that has reverted to green of 
Variegated Maple (F) at 2 Longmire, Lavendon. Approved.  

 
  
10.4 PLN/2024/2056 - Northey Farm, London Road, Bozeat, Wellingborough, NN29 7NP 

 
Proposal: Change of use of farmyard and agricultural buildings to commercial storage use (use class 
B8) including alterations to elevations; change of use of agricultural building to workshop (use class 
B2); change of use of bungalow to meeting room/office (use class E(g)(i)); demolition of farmhouse, flat 
and remaining agricultural buildings, garages and tank; erection of an office building (use class E(g)(i)); 
creation of associated attenuation pond and drainage operations in agricultural field; and hard and soft 
landscaping for the development including internal roads and parking areas. Decision by 11/02/25 
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10.5 PLN/2024/2694 - Installation of roof mounted solar panels at Lavendon School, High Street, Lavendon. 
Approved subject to conditions. 

 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Hedge planting – Land at Harrold Road 

Cllr Ginepro referred to previous discussions regarding hedge planting on the newly acquired land at 
Harrold Road and sought the meeting’s agreement to proceed with the work. Following a brief 
discussion, it was unanimously agreed to move forward with the hedge planting. 
 
Resolved: That hedge planting at the newly acquired land at Harrold Road should proceed. Cllr Ginepro 
to oversee the ordering of stock and liaise with the contractor responsible for planting. 

 
11.2     Greenhill Solar Farm 

Cllr Chapman referred to Grendon Parish Council’s request for support in drafting a joint response 
from all Parish councils representing the villages affected by the Greenhill Solar Farm planning 
application. 
 
After discussion, it was agreed to inform Grendon Parish Council that while the Parish Council had 
already submitted its own response to the consultation, it would appreciate being kept informed about 
Grendon Parish Council’s actions regarding the application. It was further agreed to share a copy of the 
Parish Council’s response with Grendon. 
 
Resolved: Grendon Parish Council be notified that the Parish Council has submitted its own response to 
the consultation. 
 

12. Date of next meeting  

 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th March at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 21:35 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 


