LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 11*" November
2024

Present: -
Clir Michael Chapman
Cllr Louise MacKenzie - Chair
Cllr Michelle Ramsden
Cllr Alex Mountcastle
Ward Clir Peter Geary

Pam Ayres - Clerk

Welcome by the Chair - The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:28

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
Apologies were received from: - Clir Martino Ginepro, Clir Gary Manning and Ward Clir Keith Mclean.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
Cllr MacKenzie declared an interest in items 10.1 & 10.2.

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on
15 October 2024

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 15 October 2024 be approved and signed as a
correct record.

4. Public Questions
There were 6 members of the public represent.



5.

6.1

Several allotment holders raised concerns regarding the proposed increase in allotment fees. It was felt
that the increase was too steep, and a request was made for a breakdown of the operating costs. The
Clerk explained that during 2023/24 the Parish Councils allotment budget was in deficit by -£859.51.
The main operating costs, being water charges, rent, ground maintenance fees and repairs which in
2023/24 amounted to £1,371.51.

A resident inquired whether the Parish Council had any additional information regarding the Green Hill
Solar Farm, specifically about where the boundary for Lavendon was likely to be. Councillors
responded that there was currently no new information available but acknowledged that public
consultation events were due to take place shortly which may provide more detailed information.
Ward ClIr Peter Geary went on to stated that the company involved would not yet have decided on the
exact placement of the panels but confirmed that they would not extend beyond the red boundary
lines.

A resident from Harrold Road inquired about updates on the issue of water runoff from the Glebe into
the park, which had recently caused flooding in several houses along Harrold Road. The Clerk
confirmed that the matter had been raised with MKCC but noted that no response had yet been
received. The Clerk to follow up with MKCC to expedite a reply.

A resident expressed concerns regarding the recent planning applications for a new housing
development on land behind Harrold Road and adjacent to Bedford Road, fearing that it could increase
the risk of flooding were planning permission to be granted.

A resident asked who is responsible for maintaining the hedges and the grass cutting at the top of
Langlands. It was noted that as it was unclear who was directly responsible for the hedges and the
grass cutting, this matter should be looked into further.

A concern was raised regarding the state of the footbath between the village hall and the war
memorial which has become very uneven making it particularly difficult for those with disability
walkers and people with push chairs to use. It was also noted that the streetlight outside the
Horseshoe was not working. The Clerk to report these issues to MKCC.

To receive PCSO’s Report
No report was available.

Ward Councillors Report
Ward ClIr Geary’s report included the following items: -

Planning Applications - Land South West of Uphoe Manor Farm, Bedford Road
Ward ClIr Geary emphasised the importance of submitting responses for both applications individually
as they are two distinct applications.



6.2

6.3

6.4

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.3.1

7.3.2

Buses

Under new government proposals, councils will be able to franchise their own bus service. Councils will
be able to determine the details of the services to be provided —where they run, when they run. The
proposals aim to deliver better bus services and grow passenger numbers.

Flooding issues

Ward Clir advised that a motion had been submitted to MKCC for the issue of flooding to be discussed
at the next MK council meeting on 20™" November. One of the questions being asked is what happened
to the money awarded to Lavendon after the 2020 floods by central Government, was it ever claimed
and if so, what was it spent on?

MKCC draft Budget 2025/26 proposals
Consultation on the MKCC draft Budget proposals for 2025/26 is due to begin in December.

Finance

To receive the Clerk’s financial report and interim budget report for the period 1t October — 315t
October 2024.

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1° - 315 October 2024
as circulated, be approved and the interim budget report for the period 15t — 315t October 2024 noted.

To appoint accounts scrutineer
Resolved: That Clir MacKenzie be appointed as accounts scrutineer.

Purchases for approval
The following items were put forward for approval: -

The Clerk referred to 3 quotes circulated prior to the meeting for structural condition surveys to be
carried out at the Pavilion and Old School. A discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the
qguote from Stuart Thomas Associates Ltd on the basis that the company was local to the area and the
guote was competitively priced.

Resolved: That quote from Stuart Thomas Associates Ltd be accepted and the Clerk arrange for the
surveyors to be carried out.

The meeting was asked to consider quotes obtained for the cemetery extension. In the absence of Clir
Ginepro, it was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting.

Resolved: To postpone making any decision on the quotes for the cemetery extension until the next
meeting.



733

8.1

8.2

8.3

9.1

9.2

Christmas Tree

Resolved: Clir Mountcastle arrange for the purchase and installation of the Christmas tree at the Old
School.

To receive Clerk’s Report

LPC 2024 Action Plan — updates

e Harrold Road Benches — Actioned.

e Kissing Gates — Actioned.

e Playing field - The Basket Swing — Actioned.

e Cemetery extension — Discussed under item 7.3.2 above.

o Neighbourhood Plan — Nothing to report.

e Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) - The clerk had emailed Ravenstone Parish Council for
advice on the purchase of flood defense equipment and a response was awaited.

Walk and Talk
The National Walk and Talk Movement, dedicated to inspiring and supporting communities to start to
start Walking and Talking, is looking for other local groups to join and set up their own Walk and Talk.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 - Boroughwide Street Trading Consent
The Licensing Team at MKCC have received an application from Fishgo Fish and Chips for a Fish and
Chips van to trade Boroughwide from Monday to Sunday 17:00 to 20:00. Boroughwide consents allow
for no more than 20 minutes trading in any 100 metre part of any one Consent Street on any one day.
Anyone wishing to comment on the application should do so in writing to the Licensing Team by

the 2/12/2024.

Specific Agenda items

To agree budget for 2025-26

Clir Ramsden referred the meeting to the draft budget for 2025-26. The meeting considered each budget
head of expenditure and in income in turn. The structure of the budget remains largely the same as that
adopted in previous years. In preparing the budget, consideration has been given to the economic
situation and current inflation levels, as a measure of price rises. Taking all the factors into account, it
was agreed to approve the draft budget proposals for 2025/26.

Resolved: That the budget proposals for 2025/26 be approved.

2025/26 Precept

During the budget-setting process, careful consideration was given to the level of Precept to be
applied. The Parish Council recognised the ongoing economic pressures, including inflation and rising
costs of delivering local services. However, after thorough deliberation, it was determined that the
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9.3

9.4

9.5

9.6

9.7

approved budget is sufficient to address these challenges. As a result, it was unanimously agreed not
to increase the Precept for the next financial year.

Resolved: Not to increase the Precept for the next financial year.

To review decision to increase allotment charges

In response to the concerns raised by allotment holders, it was unanimously agreed that allotment fees
will remain unchanged until at least 1% April 2026. A fee review will take place in March 2025, and any
necessary increase will not take effect until 15t April 2026. It was further agreed to align invoicing with
the financial year.

Resolved: That allotment fees would remain unchanged until at least 1%t April 2026 and align invoicing
with the financial year.

Green Hill Solar Farm
A six week statutory consultation period was launched on 7™ November to provide the public with an
opportunity to share their views on the design proposals. Additionally, a public consultation event is
scheduled to take place at the Village Hall in the coming weeks. Clir Chapman proposed, and it was
unanimously agreed, that the Parish Council should arrange a meeting with Island Green Power to
discuss the proposals.

Flooding

The Clerk reported receiving an email from the MP Chris Curtis stating that he is doing all he can to
prevent these sorts of events from reoccurring. He plans to meet again with the Environmental
Agency, to discuss these issues, as well as with MKCC, regarding the establishment of a flood action
group. Additionally, he will explore ways to enhance support for purchasing further flood defences for
Lavendon.He also intends to chase up on the investigation which is looking at what infrastructure
needs to be in place to help make Lavendon less prone to flooding.

Transfer of land - Harrold Road

The Clerk highlighted an update from the solicitor, shared before the meeting, concerning a suggested
amendment to the transfer agreement's wording. There were no objections to the proposed
amendment.

Resolved: That the proposed amendment of the wording of the transfer agreement be accepted and the
Clerk respond to the solicitor accordingly.

Pre-School - Draft agreement

The Clerk referred to an email from the Preschool with comments on the draft lease agreement. The
Preschool suggested that waste collection and other maintenance expenses should be deducted from
the rent and expressed reservations about committing to a long-term lease under the current terms.
They indicated a need for additional time to reflect on their position and consider alternative options.
The meeting considered the concerns raised and felt that a face-to-face meeting would be the best
way forward. This would give both sides a chance to talk through the Preschool’s concerns in more
detail.



10.

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

11.

Resolved: That a face-to-face meeting be arranged with the Preschool to discuss the concerns raised in
more detail.

Planning Applications -

24/01494/0UT - Outline application for 25 dwellings including 17 self-build plots and 8 affordable
dwellings at Land South West of Uphoe Manor Farm, Bedford Road, Lavendon.

It was agreed to object to the application on the grounds that: -
e The application is in contravention of the neighbourhood plan

e The proposed site is within the open countryside and therefore is in contravention of Plan MK.

24/01450/0UT - Outline application for a self build residential development of 9 dwellings at Land
South West of Uphoe Manor Farm, Bedford Road, Lavendon.

It was agreed to object to the application on the grounds that: -
e The application is in contravention of the neighbourhood plan.

e The proposed site is within the open countryside and therefore is in contravention of Plan MK.

PLN/2024/2056 - Change of use of farmyard and agricultural buildings to commercial storage use (use
class B8) including alterations to elevations; change of use of agricultural building to workshop (use
class B2); change of use of bungalow to meeting room/office (use class E(g)(i)); demolition of
farmhouse, flat and remaining agricultural buildings, garages and tank; erection of an office building
(use class E(g)(i)); creation of associated attenuation pond and drainage operations in agricultural field;
and hard and soft landscaping for the development including internal roads and parking areas at
Northey Farm, London Road, Bozeat, Wellingborough. There were no objections to this application.

PLN/2024/2395 - Consultation on installation of electrical infrastructure including solar panels,
conversion units, inverters and substations, underground electrical cables and associated
infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures, and other ancillary works under section 42 of
the Planning Act 2008 or Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 at Green Hill Solar Farm Site G, London Road, Warrington.

Discussed under item 9.4 above.

PARISH RELATED MATTERS



11.1 It was noted that after the recent flooding, the grit bin at the corner of Castle Road /Joiners Way was
moved to the opposite corner of the road. Since MKCC is unlikely to refill the bin if it’s not in its
designated location, it was agreed that this issue should be looked into further.

12. Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 9" December at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:40



