LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 13t May 2024

Present: -
Cllr Gary Manning

Cllr Michelle Ramsden
ClIr Louise MacKenzie -Chair
Cllr Alex Mountcastle

Ward Cllr Peter Geary (first part of meeting)

Pam Ayres - Clerk

Welcome by the Chair - The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:35

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
Apologies were received from: - Clir Martino Ginepro, PSCO Arlene Ormston, Keith McLean.

2. To elect a chairman and to receive the Chairman's declaration of acceptance of office
It was proposed by Cllr Ramsden and seconded by Cllr Mountcastle that Cllr MacKenzie be re-appointed
as Chair. Cllr MacKenzie duly accepted the proposal and took the Chair.

The signing of acceptance of office was duly completed by Cllr MacKenzie.

3. To elect a Vice-Chairman and to receive the Vice-Chairman's declaration of acceptance
of Office

It was proposed by Cllr MacKenzie and seconded by Cllr Mountcastle that Clir Manning be appointed as
Vice-Chairman. Cllr Manning duly accepted the proposal.

The signing of acceptance of office was duly completed by Cllr Manning.



4. Parish Councillor vacancies

Lavendon had been uncontested and had 5 Councillors confirmed by MKCC. There are currently 3
Parish Councillor vacancies.

5. To nominate Parish Council representative(s) to attend: -

Village Hall Committee Meetings
All Councillors (On a rota basis) to represent the Parish Council at Village Hall Committee meetings.

North East Rural Community Forum Meetings
Cllr Mountcastle was appointed the representative to attend the North East Rural Community Forum
meetings.

Parish Forum Meetings

Clir MacKenzie & Clir Manning were appointed the representatives to attend the Parish Forum
meetings.

6. To nominate Parish Council representatives to oversee:
e Allotments
Cllr Manning was elected as Portfolio Holder for Allotments

e Ground Maintenance
Cllr Ginepro was elected as Portfolio Holder for Ground Maintenance

e Social Media & Digital Communication
Cllr Manning was elected as Portfolio Holder for Socia Media & Comms

e Cemetery
Cllr Ginepro was elected as Portfolio Holder for the Cemetery

¢ Finance
Cllr Ramsden was elected as Portfolio Holder for Finance

e Eco Champion
Cllr MacKenzie was elected as Eco Champion

e Community Litter Picking
All Councillors on a rota basis

7. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest.



8. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on
8™ April 2024.

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8™ April 2024 be approved and signed as a correct
record.

9.  Public Questions
There were no members of the public present.

10. To receive PCSO’s Report

PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the
period 08/03/24 — 12/05/24.

Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon — 08/03/2024 — 12/05/2024

1 x theft of metal March 2024
1 x Assault with injury April 2024
2 x Assault without injury March & April 2024

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon

1 x concern for safety March 2024

Other Incidents in surrounding villages
‘ 2 x theft of motorbikes in Haversham

Any Other Business

Next Rural Community Forum — Tuesday 16 July at 7 pm in village hall, Stoke Goldington

11  Ward Councillors Report
Ward ClIr Geary’s report included the following items: -

11.1 Local Elections
Following the recent local elections, Keith McLean has been re-elected as conservative Councillor for

the Olney Ward.

11.2 MKCC Ward Boundary Review



11.3

11.4

12.

12.1

12.2

12.3

12.3.1

12.3.2

The current proposal is to have 20 wards across MKCC and to increase the number of ward councillors
from 57 to 60 with each councillors representing roughly the same number of electors. A ten week
public consultation on the proposals will run until mid July followed by a further round of consultation
in the autumn.

MKCC New City Plan

The first draft of the new city plan is due to be published for consultation in June. Under the current
proposals over 62,000 new homes are to be built across MK by 2050. Many of these will be built in
rural areas. Lavendon is expected to take 30 more houses.

Clir McKenzie commented that following the refusal of the planning application to build 26 properties,
at Uphoe Manor Farm in January this year, there has recently been an archaeological survey carried
out at the site.

Olney Doctors Surgery
Discussions regarding the development of a new GP surgery are still ongoing. A site has been allocated
for a new surgery but there is no clear date as to when it will be built.

Finance
To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 15t — 30t April 2024

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1%t — 30t April 2024
as circulated, be approved.

To appoint accounts scrutineer
Resolved: That Clir Mountcastle be appointed as accounts scrutineer.

Purchases for approval
The following items were put forward for approval: -

Repair of guttering — Old School

The Clerk provided the meeting with the details of a third quote obtained for the repair of the
guttering at the Old School. A discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the quote on the basis
that it was the least expensive of the three quotes and provided good value for money.

Resolved: To accept the third quote and for the Clerk to instruct the contractor to go ahead with the
work.

Repair of the Lych Gate at the Cemetery

The Clerk reported that independent advice had been sought regarding repairs to the Lych Gate. The
conclusion reached was that only minor repairs were needed and that the initial quote was reasonable
given the work involved. A discussion took place, and it was agreed that based on the advice received,
to accept the quote and for the work to go ahead.
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Resolved: To accept the quote and for the Clerk to instruct the contractor to go ahead with the work.

Office chair and cupboards

The Clerk provided the meeting with the details of a quote for an office chair and storage cabinets. A
discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the quote for a new office chair on the basis that it
provided good value for money and to obtain further quotes for storage cabinets to get a better price
comparison.

Resolved: To accept the quote for the office chair and for the Clerk to obtain further quotes for storage
Cabinets

Barclays -Change of signing arrangements
The Clerk reported that she is still waiting for confirmation from Barclays that the revised signing
arrangements have been finalised.

Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2023- 24

The Annual Governance Statement represents Section 1 of the Annual Return. The Parish Councillors
are requested to consider the Annual Governance Statement for 2023/2024 and to confirm their
responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound of internal control, including arrangements for the
preparation of the accounting by answering “Yes” to the relevant sections of the Annual Return.

Resolved: That the Annual Governance Statement (at Section 1 of the Annual Return) for the year
ended 31 March 2024 be approved.

Annual Return: Accounting Statements 2023 -24.

The meeting considered the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024 which identified
a total balance at year end of £128,974 compared to the balance brought forward as at 31 March 2023
of £106,905: Section 2 of the Annual Return of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return. The
meeting also considered an explanation of the key year on year variances that accompanied the
Accounting Statements.

Resolved: That the Accounting Statements (at Section 2 of the Annual Return) for the year ended 31
March 2024 be approved.

Confirmation of Internal Auditor’s Report 2023 -24

The Clerk reported that the financial accounts for the financial year 2023-24 had been subject to
Internal Audit. A copy of the independent Internal Audit Report circulated prior to the meeting
confirmed that the financial position is correctly stated and that there were no issues to report. The
Internal Audit Report also represents a specific section of the Annual Return which records the
objectives of internal control, and the internal audit conclusions following the independent audit
process.

Resolved: That the Annual Internal Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2024 be approved.



12.8

13.

13.1

13.2

Adoption of Notice of Public Rights

Smaller authorities are required, in accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Accounts & Audit
Regulations 2015, to make available the financial statements and other documents for public
inspection for a period of 30 working days which must include the first 10 working days of July and, as
such, it has been determined that the notice of the period for the exercise of public rights must be
displayed from 10t June 2024 to 19t July 2024. Arrangements for the public inspection would,
therefore, been made in line with these timescales.

Resolved: The financial statements and associated documents will be made available for public
inspection from 10th June to 19 July 2024.

To receive Clerk’s Report

Lavendon Parish Council 2024 Action Plan — updates

Harrold Road Benches
New benches have now been installed on the corner of the High Street/ Harrold Road.

Kissing Gates

MKCC have sought and obtained the landowners’ permission to use the private land from Harrold Road
as an access point and are now in the process of getting quotes for the installation of kissing gates to
replace the existing stiles at Castle Farm.

Enquiries remain ongoing regarding ownership of the third stile. Once ownership has been
established, options regarding the replacement of the stile will be discussed and agreed with the
landowner concerned.

Playing field
The Basket Swing - Actioned

Cemetery - Extension layout plan

A tender brief has been put together setting out the core principles relating to the hard landscaping
works associated with the cemetery extension. Once approved, quotes will be sought with a view to
the work going ahead.

Neighbourhood Plan.
Clir MacKenzie to meet with the Principle Planning Officer at MKCC

Flood Defences (Flood Response Team)
Cllr Manning to lead on putting together a flood plan.

Play Park — Zip Wire & Football Table (Update)

MKCC have been out to inspect the site and are satisfied that the ground is now dry and stable enough
for the work to go ahead. The football table will be collected early this week, and the zip wire should
be repaired by the end of the week.



13.3 Community Infrastructure Fund
The application window for the next round of Community Infrastructure Fund projects is now open
until 5pm on 31 August 2024. Parishes may apply for up to £20,000 to match fund a public realm
project for their local area.

13.4 Dog litter bins
The Clerk reported that she’d recently met with the contractor to discuss the emptying of the dog bins.
The bins are currently emptied once a week, usually on a Friday, but it is getting to the point where
some of the bins may need emptying more frequently or alternatively consider installing bigger bins.
Clerk to monitor the situation over the next few months.

13.5 Dog Fouling — Hot Spots
Clir Manning reported that there at been very few responses to the request made for notification of
“Poo hot spots.”

13.6 MKCC - New Highways Contract Awarded
A new highways contract has been awarded to Ringway Infrastructure and is due to commence on 1
September 2024.

13.7 Damp proofing of the toilets at the Old School
Work on damp proofing the toilets at the Old School have now been completed.

13.8 Refurbishment of the play area at Dodds Hill
It was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting.

14. Specific Agenda items

14.1 Annual Parish Meeting
Arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 14" May 2024 were discussed and agreed.

15. Planning Applications

New Applications

15.1 Application no: 24/00877/HOU
The erection of two storey rear extension, part garage conversion into playroom and first floor
extension above the existing garage connecting the two storey extension At: 20 The Glebe, Lavendon
MK46 4HY. No objections.

15.2 Application no: 24/00957/HOU
The erection of a detached outbuilding for use as a home gym/studio and storage area At: Rosebay
House 39A Northampton Road. No objections



16. Parish related matters

16.1 Picnic Benches
Clir Mountcastle asked when the picnic benches at the park were being installed. The Clerk
commented that as she understood it, these would be installed in conjunction with the revamping of
the play area at the park. A discussion took place, and it was agreed to go ahead with the purchase
and installation of picnic benches prior to the refurbishment of the play area.

Resolved: That the picnic benches be purchased and installed prior to the refurbishment of the play
park. Clerk to arrange installation of the picnic benches.

17. Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 10*" June at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:35



