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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Tuesday 15th October 
2024 
 

                       

 
 
Present: -  

Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
Cllr Gary Manning - Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Alex Mountcastle  
 

 
Ward Cllr Keith McLean 
 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:35 

 
1.   To accept apologies for Absence: - 
         Apologies were received from: - Cllr Louise MacKenzie, Ward Cllr Peter Geary, PCSO Arlene Ormston  
 
 

2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday 9th September 2024  
 

LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                

 Clerk 
The Pavilion 

       63a High Street 
     Lavendon 

MK46 4HA 

 
Tel: 01234 241941 

Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org 
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             Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 9th September 2024 be approved and 
signed as a correct record.  

  
 

 4. Public Questions 
      There were no members of the public present.  
 

5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
 
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 06/09/24 – 15/10/24. 
 

Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon – 06/09/2024 – 15/10/2024 
 

Public Order x 2  September 2024 & 
October 2024 

Burglary business October 2024 

Theft of cable from fuse box September 2024 

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

Action Fraud (internet fraud) October 2024 

Suspicious car October 2024 

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
Theft of vehicles and theft out of vehicles – Milton Keynes area 

 
 
 

Any Other Business 
 
Rural East Community forum – Monday 28th October 2024 at 7 pm at the Pavilion in Emberton 
 

  
       

 

 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr McLean’s report included the following items: - 
 

6.1       Operation Dover 
Operation Drover, an initiative led by Thames Valley Police to combat rural crime, was carried out over 
three consecutive days in September. Supported by local farmers and residents, the operation tackled 
issues including fly tipping, hare coursing and theft from farm vehicles and equipment.  
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 6.2 MK Connect Pilot Scheme  

MK Connect pilot ended on 6th October. Due to budgetary constraints MKCC has taken the decision 
not to extend the trial. From 7th October passengers can continue to use MK Connect to travel 
“anywhere to anywhere” within Milton Keynes without having to change.  A new contract for the 
service is currently being sought.  

 
 6.3 New City Plan 2050 

The consultation on the draft Milton Keynes City Plan 2050 closed on 9th October. Comments will be 
reviewed, and the draft plan updated. 

   
6.4 New Planning System 

MKCC has recently introduced a new, more intuitive online planning system which should make it 
easier to navigate and find information. 
 

6.5 A roads – grass verges and litter picking  
Ward Cllr McLean reported that he had contacted the Environmental and Waste Agency at MKCC 
regarding the grass verges along several A roads in the county which were cut prior to litter picks being 
carried out, resulting in litter being strewn everywhere, making it more difficult to collect. 

 
  
6.6 Keith Wheeler (Road Safety Officer) 

Ward Cllr McLean regretfully announced the sudden and recent passing of Keith Wheeler, the RSO for 
the area. A successor will be appointed but not until April next year. 
 
 

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st – 30th September 2024. 
 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st – 30th September as 
2024 circulated, be approved.   

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer.  
 Resolved: That Cllr Mountcastle be appointed as accounts scrutineer  
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 The following items were put forward for approval: - 
 

• Christmas Tree  
The meeting considered the quote for the supply and erection of a Christmas Tree, including lights. It 
was decided that the price quoted was too high and that a less expensive option should be explored.  
 
Resolved: That Cllr Mountcastle obtain further quotes for a Christmas tree. 
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Outside socket 
Installation of an outside socket for the Christmas tree lights. Following a discussion, it was agreed to 
accept the quote from Fenley Electrical. 
 
Resolved: That the quote from Fenley Electrical be accepted and that the Clerk to arrange for the 
outside socket to be installed. 
 
Ballard 
Replace damaged bollard at the far end of the Play Park. Following a discussion, it was agreed to accept 
the quote from CutCrew. 
 
Resolved: That the quote from CutCrew be accepted and that the Clerk to arrange for the work to be 
carried out. 
 
Repairs to roof   
Repair of the roof at the Old School. Following a discussion, it was agreed to accept the quote from 
Christian Smail Roofing Ltd for the stripping out of existing lead valley and the installation of a new lead 
valley. 
 
Resolved: That the quote from Christian Smail Roofing Ltd be accepted and that the Clerk to arrange 
for the work to be carried out. 
 
 

7.4 Annual Governance & Accountability Return for 2023/2024 – Assurance Review 
The Clerk reported that the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024 identified a total 
balance at year end of £128,974 compared to the balance brought forward as at 1 April 2023 of 
£106,905; the Accounting Statements represent Section 2 of the Annual Return of the Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return. 
 
Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24. 
The meeting considered the comments contained within the report that the smaller authority has not 
restated the prior year figure when reviewing assets in Section 2, box 9.  Going forward the Parish Council 
will therefore ensure that if a revaluation does occur again and the valuation basis changes, the prior 
year figure will be instated using the same basis to ensure consistency and comparability. 
 
Other matters not affecting the external auditor’s opinion to be draw to the Parish Council attention. 
 
Approval to write off unclaimed VAT 
During an inspection of the accounts, it was discovered that VAT on expenses totally £4,347 incurred in 
2017, had not been reclaimed. As the time limit for reclaiming this VAT had now expired, the amount is 
no longer recoverable. 
 
Resolved: That following the period of public inspection, the Accounting Statements (at Sections 2 of 
the Annual Governance and Accountability Return) for the year ended 31st March 2024 be approved 
and that the amount of unclaimed VAT amount of £4,317 incurred in 2017 be written off. 
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8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 

8.1 The clerk reported that a total of £1,888.54 was spent following the recent flooding which included the 

following items.  

o Sand and rubble bags - £1298.54 
o Dehumidifiers - £590.00 

       
 
8.2 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Harrold Road Benches -Actioned 

 

• Kissing Gates -Actioned 

 

• Playing field 

The Basket Swing - Actioned  

 

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan 

In the process of obtaining quotes 

 

• Neighbourhood Plan 

Nothing further to report. 

 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) 

Cllr Manning provide the following update: - 
 

• A Flood Response Plan has been drafted and will be shared with Councillors shortly.  
 

• 28 people have come forward to volunteer in some capacity to support the village in case of a 
flood.  

 

• A letter to be sent to Chris Curtis summarizing the key points from the recent village meeting and 
to the Chief Executive of MKCC regarding a Section 19 investigation following the recent flooding. 

 
The meeting continued with discussions on the purchase of essential flood equipment in readiness for 
any future flood risks. It was agreed that the Parish Council would look to purchase the following 
items: 

 
1. Gel Bags  
2. Storage Container. 
3. Hessian sacks 
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The meeting went on to discuss the need to refill grit bins before the onset of bad weather and raised 
the issue of adding additional grit bins on the Lavendon Field estate. There was some uncertainty 
regarding whether Highways had adopted the new estate. 

 
Resolved: That the Clerk would:  
Investigate the costs of purchasing gel bags, hessian sacks, and a storage container. 
Confirm with MKCC their schedule for refilling the grit bins. 
Clarify whether Lavendon Fields has been adopted by Highways and if so when grit bins are likely to be 
installed.  

 
 
8.3     Dog bin on the corner of High Street/Harrold Road - update 

The clerk reported that a review of the number and location of dog bins had been undertaken and it 
had been determined that there were 10 dog bins in total, 9 of which fall under the Parish Council’s 
remit. 

• 3 Olney Road 

• 1 Castle Rod 

• 3 Play Park 

• 1 Corner High St/Harrold Rd 

• 1 The Glebe- leading to field 

• 1 Lavendon Fields (Not LPC responsibility) 
 

After a brief discussion, it was agreed that the provision of dog bins would be reviewed at a future 
meeting to allow time to fully assess current needs and any potential adjustments to the number and 
locations of the bins. 

 
 
8.4    To consider traffic calming measures - Update 

• Waiting for contact details of the new RSO for the area.  
• Cllr Manning stated that he will be collecting the data from the SID’s shortly.  

         
8.5.     Allotment Budget Report  

During 2023-24 the allotment budget was in deficit by -£859.51. The primary operating costs 

contributing to this deficit include water charges, rent, landscaping fees and tap repairs. Looking ahead 

to the current year (2024-25) the deficit is forecasted to be slightly higher due to an anticipated 

increase in costs.  

A discussion took place, and it was agreed that the Parish Council could not continue to subsidise the 

provision of the allotments. Therefore, an increase in rental fees was deemed necessary to ensure the 

sustainability of the allotment services moving forward, addressing the budget deficit and the rising 

operational costs. It was agreed to increase the rent from £4.20 to £11.00 per pole. 

The current rental fee will remain unchanged until 31st March 2025, to allow allotment holders 

adequate time to adjust to the new rates. 
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Resolved: That the allotment fee be increased to £11.00 per pole with effect from 1st April 2025 and it 
was further agreed that the Clerk would inform allotment holders in writing of the rent increase. 
 

8.6 Insurance 
The Clerk provided the meeting with an update regarding ongoing discussions with AVIA regarding 
insurance cover for the Old School and Pavilion.  

 
8.7 S106 Voluntary Sector Funding for Community Action: MK 

Community Action: MK has been awarded £24,695.51 in S106 grant funding to be used towards 
community development work and voluntary sector projects to support local voluntary and community 
activities to help the new residents integrate into the existing community and towards investment in 
community development. 

 
8.8.  Cotton End Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Cotton End Neighbourhood Development Plan and supporting documents are available to view on 
Bedford Borough Council’s website. All representations must be received by 5pm on 18 November 
2024. 

 
8.9 Defibrillator Funding 

The Department of Health and Social Care is offering a £500,000 Community Automated External 
Defibrillators (AED) Fund, aimed at increasing the availability of defibrillators in public places where 
they are most needed. The fund will provide 1,100 new defibrillators and cabinets. To participate, 
match funding of £750 is required for a defibrillator with an external locked cabinet, or £660 for a 
defibrillator with an internal cabinet. 
 

9.   Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To consider and agree quote for the refurbishment of Dodds Hill Play Area 

Cllr Ginepro updated meeting, referring to a revised quote shared before the meeting. He explained 
that by removing non-critical elements, the project cost had been reduced from £39,752.00 to 
£28,257.00, aligning more closely with the available S106 funding. Following a discussion, it was agreed 
to accept the revised quote and proceed with the project.  
 
Resolved: That the revised quote be accepted and that the project move forward. Cllr Ginepro to liaise 
with MKCC as to next steps. 

  
 
9.2 To agree and adopt Biodiversity Policy 

The Clerk referred to the draft Biodiversity Policy shared before the meeting. Following a brief discussion, 
it was unanimously agreed that the Policy be approved.   

 
 Resolved: That the Biodiversity Policy be approved. 
 
   
 



 

8 
 

10. Planning Applications - Updates 
Application no: 24/01553/HOU-Erection of single storey front and side extension attaching dwelling to 
detached garage, conversion of garage into living accommodation At: 20 Joiners Way. Full planning 
permission granted. 

 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Extra administrative support for the Clerk 

Cllr Mountcastle commented that she was aware that the Clerk's workload had increased following the 
recent flooding and suggested bringing in extra support to manage the added demands. After a brief 
discussion, it was agreed that, if the workload remains high, the Clerk would explore the possibility of 
obtaining assistance from another Clerk. 

 
 

12. Date of next meeting  

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 11th November at 19:30 to be held at the 
Pavilion. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 22:05 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 


