LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 9t December
2024

Present: -
Clir Michael Chapman
Cllr Martino Ginepro
Cllr Gary Manning -Chair
Clir Michelle Ramsden
Clir Alex Mountcastle

Ward Clir Peter Geary
Pam Ayres - Clerk
Welcome by the Chair - The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:30

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
Apologies were received from: Cllr Louise MacKenzie and PCSO Arlene Ormston.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest.

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on
11*" November 2024

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 11" November 2024 be approved and signed as a
correct record.



5.

6.1

6.2

Public Questions

A resident from Harrold Road reported that, after emailing the LLFA at MKCC about the recent flooding
affecting several houses backing onto the playing field, the LLFA has proposed conducting a site visit to
assess the issue.

To receive PCSO’s Report
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the
period 11 November — 9t December 2024

Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon — 11/11/2024 — 09/12/2024

None

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon

None

Other Incidents in surrounding villages
‘ Burglaries in Newport Pagnell, Olney and Milton Keynes

Any Other Business — none

Ward Councillors Report
Ward ClIr Geary’s report included the following items: -

Flooding

Ward ClIr Geary asked to be kept updated on the arrangements for a second village flood meeting
planned for early February. Cllr Manning advised that he was in the process of organising the meeting
and would let Ward ClIr Geary know the date once it had been confirmed.

Ward Cllr Gearty commented that he plans to propose an amendment to the capital budget at the
MKCC budget meeting in February. He intends to request the allocation of capital resources to restart
the Lavendon flood prevention scheme.

MKCC draft Budget 2025/2026
MKCC’s draft budget for 2025/26 was now out for consultation. The consultation will end on 15
January 2025. MKCC is facing the biggest set of challenges for a long time — largest is children’s social
care residential placements.
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7.1

7.2

7.3

8.1

8.2

The proposal is to increase Council Tax by 5%. Substantially savings are required to balance the
2025/26 budget. Potential cost cutting measures include: -

e The possible closure of the waste disposal site at Newport Pagnell, to be replaced with a new
facility at Old Wolverton.
e Price increases for various services and charges including Burials etc.

e Parking charges in and around Milton Keynes are also set to increase.
e Introduction of charges for the collection of second and subsequent green waste bins.

Finance
To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1t November — 315 November 2024

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1%t — 31t November
2024 as circulated, be approved.

To appoint accounts scrutineer
Resolved: That Clir Manning be appointed as accounts scrutineer

Purchases for approval
The following items were put forward for approval:

Clir Ginepro enquired about the possibility of purchasing replacement trees, estimated to cost

between £250 and £300. After a discussion, it was agreed that Ginepro would obtain a quote, which
would be circulated to Clirs after the meeting for approval.

To receive Clerk’s Report
Meeting dates 2025

It was agreed that meetings will continue to be held on every second Monday of the month except
August where there will be no meeting held. The start time of the meetings remains the same.

LPC 2024 Action Plan — updates

e Harrold Road Benches -Actioned

e Kissing Gates -Actioned

e New Basket Swing at the Park - Actioned

e Cemetery - Extension layout plan — Discussed under item 9.1

e Neighbourhood Plan — No further updates



8.3

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

9.1

¢ Flood Defences (Flood Response Team)
Clir Manning reported that a copy of the draft plan had been sent to MKCC and that he was
currently awaiting a response.

The Clerk reported that Ravenstone Parish Council has extended an invitation to the Parish Council
to visit and review the flood protection equipment they have purchased. All agreed this would be a
valuable and beneficial initiative.

AP1: Meeting to be arranged for Clir Mountcastle and Clir Manning to visit Ravenstone Parish
Council to have a look at what’s been purchased.

Preschool — draft agreement
An email had been received from the Director of the Preschool accepting the offer of a meeting but
suggested after Christmas would be best.

Decking - Castle Road
MKCC have advised that action has been taken to remove the decking.

Allotments — update
The recent post on Facebook advertising vacant plots has received a positive response.
Invoices for the period 1%t October — 315 March have been issued.

Renhold Neighbourhood Plan

The Renhold Neighbourhood Draft Plan has been published. The consultation period will run for eight
weeks until 13% January. Details of the draft Plan can be found on the Renhold Parish Council’s
website. The meeting had no comments to make.

Insurance
Structural surveys have been carried out on both the Pavilion and Old School and reports are currently
awaited.

Specific Agenda items

To review and agree quotes for groundworks — Cemetery extension.

The Clerk referred to 3 quotes circulated prior to the meeting relating to the construction of a footpath
into the new part of the cemetery. A discussion took place, and it was unanimously agreed to accept
the quote from Tove Landscape & Maintenance. The decision was based on the following factors: -

e Tove Landscapes is a local company.
e The quote was competitively priced.
e The company has a strong reputation, having completed high-quality work for other Parish

Councils in the area, all of which have expressed satisfaction with the work undertaken.

Resolved: That the quote from Tove Landscapes be accepted and the Clerk to apply for S106 funding.

4



9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

Together We Can — Draft Document
The meeting had no comments to make.

Greenhill Solar Application — Proposed joint response.

To agree to and comment on the current proposals (Required by 19th December).

To agree a response to the proposals for a joint response from all parish councils representing the
villages affected by the solar farm planning application.

Clir Chapman provided feedback on the recent public consultation event held at the village hall, noting
that it was informative and there appeared to be a lot of local interest.

Cllr Chapman further reported that Island Green Power is considering modifications to their current
proposals. These potential changes may include the introduction of a 50-metre buffer zone and
additional flood prevention measures.

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Island Green Power,
recommending that if the proposal is approved, suitable measures should be implemented to mitigate
any ecological and visual impacts arising from the proposed development. These measures should
include the creation of natural habitats, a well-designed boundary treatment, and the incorporation of
flood alleviation measures.

It was further agreed that Clir Chapman would draft a response to Island Green Power, to be circulated
to all councillors for review and approval prior to submission.

Resolved: Clir Chapman to draft a formal response to Island Green Power to be circulated to all
councillors for review and approval prior to submission.

Proposed transfer of land on the east side of Harrold Road
The Clerk referred to the final report and completion statement received from the solicitor regarding the
transfer of land on the east side of Harrold Road, which had been circulated prior to the meeting.

Clirs were asked to confirm their approval of both the report and the completion statement. A discussion
ensued, following which it was unanimously agreed to approve both documents.

Resolved: That the final report and completion statement be approved. The Clerk to notify the solicitor
of the decision and confirm that the Parish Council is happy to proceed with the completion of the
transfer.

Update on progress with actions agreed at the meeting with Chris Curtis MP and council officers and
further action to be taken.

Cllr Chapman suggested putting together an action plan to give a clearer idea of what needs to be done
and next steps. Cllr Chapman also said that it would be useful to have a copy of the MKCC plan for
reference. Cllr Manning to email the Flood and Water Manager at MKCC requesting a copy of the plan.



10.

11.

111

12.

The Clerk reported that an email had been received from Chris Curtis’ office, suggesting a meeting in
January/February. Following a discussion, it was agreed that a meeting would be beneficial. Clerk to
respond to Chris Curtis’ office accepting the offer of a meeting.

Resolved: Cllr Manning to mail the Flood and Water Manager at MKCC requesting a copy of the plan and
the Clerk to reply to Chris Curtis’ office accepting the offer of a meeting.

Planning Applications - Nothing to report

Parish related matters

Ground Maintenance

Clir Ginepro informed the meeting that he recently conducted a walk around the village with the
contractor to finalise discussions on pricing for 2025/26.

Date of next meeting

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 13t January 2025 at 19:30 to be held at the
Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:40



