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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 9th September 
2024 
 

                       

 
 
Present: - 

Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Alex Mountcastle 
 
Ward Cllr Peter Geary 

 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:30 

 
1.   To accept apologies for Absence: - 

Apologies were received from: - Cllr Gary Manning, Cllr Martino Ginepro, Ward Cllr Keith Mclean and     
PCSO Arlene Ormston. 

 

2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
8th July 2024  
  

            Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 8th July 2024 be approved and signed as a 
correct record.  

  

LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                

 Clerk 
The Pavilion 

       63a High Street 
     Lavendon 

MK46 4HA 

 
Tel: 01234 241941 

Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org 

 
 



 

2 
 

 

 4. Public Questions 
Two residents from The Glebe were present at the meeting to ask if there was any update on the 
proposed development on land on the east side of Harrold Road. The Clerk stated that the Parish 
Council had no update on the proposed development adding that the transfer of part of the land to the 
Parish Council was due to be completed shortly.  
 
The residents also asked if it was possible for the weeds along the driveway leading up to the Pavilion 
to be cleared and the footpath from the play park leading to the Glebe. The Clerk stated that 
arrangements were currently being made for the Community Payback Team to come and help with 
ground maintenance work around the village and that she would add these to the list of tasks.  

        
 

5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
 
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 07/07/2024 – 06/09/2024.  

 
Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon –07/07/2024 – 06/09/2024 
 

1 x criminal damage – graffiti on new builds August 
2024 

  

 
   
Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

3 x Action Fraud July & 
August 
2024 

2 x suspicious vehicle – possibly drug dealing (separate 
occasions) 

July & 
August 
2024 

1 x Dangerous driving July 2024 

1 x speeding in the village September 
2024 

 
Other Incidents in surrounding villages 

Burglaries – Milton Keynes area 
Theft of vehicles and theft out of vehicles – Milton Keynes area 

 
 

Any Other Business 
 
Report any hare coursing vehicles / incidents to 999 if crime in progress 
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 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr Geary’s report included the following items: - 
  

6.1       Operation Drover 
Ward Cllr Geary stated that Operation Drover was happening this week. The initiative aims to tackle 
rural crime, such as speeding, hare coursing, fly-tipping and theft from farm vehicles and equipment in 
North Milton Keynes.  

 
 6.2 Mk Connect 

The MK Connect contract is out to retender for a new service from April 2025. Cllr Geary stated that he 
is pushing for a date for a meeting to discuss the future of MK Connect. 
 

6.3 Potholes 
There are still a considerable number of potholes (6-7 inches deep) that have been reported but not 
yet repaired. Residents are being encouraged to contact Ward Cllrs if they are aware of any deep 
potholes that have been reported but not yet been repaired.  

  
 6.4 Green Hill Solar Farm 

Public consultation on the development has started, residents are being encouraged to submit 
comments on the proposals. 
 

6.5 MK City Plan 2050 
The consultation period of the MK City Plan 2050 is still open, Town/Parish Councils and residents are 
being encouraged to comment on the plans.  
 
A discussion took place, and it was agreed that the Parish Council would provide comment on the 
proposed plan to the effect that whilst welcoming the fact that the plan is unlikely to have a significant 
impact on Lavendon, the developments that have taken place in recent years have however, placed 
demands on already stretched local services including health care, schools etc.  

 
Resolved: That the Parish Council would provide comment on the proposed plans. 
 

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial reports for the period 1st - 31st July and 1st – 31st August 2024 and 

interim budget report for the period 1st April – 31st August 2024. 
 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the periods 1st - 31st July and 1st – 
31st August 2024 as circulated, be approved and the interim budget report for the period 1st April – 

31st August 2024 noted. 
 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer  
  

Resolved: That Cllr Ramsden be appointed as accounts scrutineer. 
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7.3 Purchases for approval 

The Clerk provided the meeting with details of a quote received for the servicing of the CCTV 
equipment at a cost of £124.00. A discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the quote.  
 
Resolved: To accept the quote and for the Clerk to instruct the contractor to go ahead with the 
servicing of the equipment. 

 
  

8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 
8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Harrold Road Benches -Actioned 

 

• Kissing Gates -Actioned 

 

• Playing field 

The Basket Swing - Actioned  

 

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan 

Quotes are currently being sought for the hard landscaping works.   

 

• Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr MacKenzie to arrange a meeting with Charlotte Stevens from MKCC. 

 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) 

Nothing further to report. 
 
8.2 Dog waste bin on the corner of High Street/Harrold Road 

The Clerk referred the meeting to earlier discussions regarding the request made for the relocation of 
the dog waste bin on the corner of High Street/ Harrold Road. A discussion took place, and it was 
agreed that a review of the current provision of dog waste bins in the village was needed before a 
decision could be made. 

 
Resolved: Cllr Ramsden to arrange for information concerning the number and location of current bins 
to be collated and fed back to the Clerk for dissemination and discussion at the next meeting.   

 
8.3       Allotments 

Following a recent inspection of the allotment, several improvement notices were issued which had 
resulted in 4 tenants deciding to relinquish their plots. Those currently on the waiting list will shortly be 
contacted regarding the vacant plots.   
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8.4 MKCC Planning Service - Scheduled Pause in service 
New cloud-based Planning, Land Charges and Building Control software is being introduced. To 
facilitate the change to the systems the current online Planning Register along with the existing 
software system will be subject to a period of scheduled downtime which is anticipated to start on 
Friday 13th September and end on 30th September 2024. 
 
During the period, our systems are offline it will be necessary to pause all usual services, this will 
include validation, assessment, and determination of applications along with registering new planning 
enforcement complaints.  

 
Any applications made between 13 September and 30 September will be processed as normal once 
the system is online once again. 

  
       

9.   Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To consider traffic calming measures  

The Clerk commented that she had been in touch with Ward Councillor Debbie Whitworth for advice on 
the process of applying for traffic calming measures similar to those recently introduced in Olney.  
 
Following discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council should actively pursue the possibility of 
introducing traffic calming measures at various known hot spot areas. 
 
Resolved: The Parish Council to look into the possibility of introducing traffic calming measures at various 
known hot spot areas and the Clerk to contact the RSO for further advice on the application process.  

 
 
9.2 To consider proposed new allotment Tenancy Agreement and review allotment charges 

The Clerk referred the meeting to the proposed new agreement received from the Oxford Diocese 
circulated prior to the meeting. A discussion took place, and it was agreed to accept the terms of the 
new agreement with a commencing rent of £300 plus VAT per annum.  
 
The Clerk reported following a recent audit of allotment income and expenditure, a budget deficit of 
approximately £797.00 had been identified. The most significant costs being the rental charged by 
Oxford Diocese and ground maintenance costs. A discussion to place and it was agreed that this was not 
sustainable in the long time and that further consideration should be given to increasing the rent 
charged to allotment holders.  

 
Resolved: That the Parish Council agrees to the terms of the new allotment Tenancy Agreement and the 
Clerk to carry out a rent review.   

  
9.3  To consider proposed new PreSchool lease agreement 

The Clerk referred the meeting to the draft agreement circulated prior to the meeting. Details of the 
draft agreement were discussed and agreed.  The Clerk to forward the draft document to the PreSchool   

     inviting comment. 
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 Resolved: That the draft agreement be forward to the Preschool for comment. 
 
9.4 To agree and adopt Biodiversity Policy 
 In the absence of Cllr Ginepro, it was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting. 
 
 

10. Planning Applications -   
New Applications 
 

10.1 Application no: 24/01777/CONINF- Proposal: Consultation on draft Statement of Community 
Consultation (SoCC) under s.47(2) Planning Act 2008. At: Green Hill Solar Farm Site G London Road 
Warrington.  
The consultation was noted, and it was agreed to respond that the Parish Council felt that it had not 
been properly consulted on the proposals nor had it been provided with any specific plans or details of 
the location of the solar panels.   

 

 Updates 
10.2  Application no: 24/01555/CLUP – Single Storey rear extension at 55 New Row - Permitted. 
 
10.3 Application no: 24/01595/BC – Listed Building Consent – Retention of a timber front door to replace 

the existing timber front door at 3 Olney Road- Granted. 
 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Village Events 

Cllr Mountcastle suggested supporting this year’s Santa on a Sledge with a donation to cover the costs 
of buying sweets for the event. Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council 
would support the event.  
 
Resolved: To support this year’s Santa on a Sledge with a donation of £50.00 to cover the cost of 
buying sweets for the event.  

 
11.2     Christmas Tree 

Cllr Ramsden suggested hiring a company to supply and install this year’s Christmas tree.  All agreed 
this was a good option.  Cllr Ramsden to obtain further details of costings. It was further agreed that 
the Clerk would obtain quotes for the installation of an outside socket for the Christmas tree lights.  
 
Resolved: Consideration be given to hiring a company to supply and install this year’s Christmas tree 
and to look to installing an outside socket for the lights. 

  
11.3 Recruiting Councillors 

Cllr Chapman asked if anything had been done recently to recruit new Councillors. Cllr MacKenzie 
commented that there were currently 2 vacancies, and these had been advertised on Facebook, but 
nobody had stepped forward.   
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Resolved: Cllr MacKenzie to arrange for the vacancies to be advertised in the Parish Newsletter 

  
  

12. Date of next meeting  

The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 14th October 2024 at 19:30 to be held at the 
Pavilion. 

 
 

The meeting closed at 21:20 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 


