LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 10" November
2025

Present: -
Clir Michael Chapman
Cllr Martino Ginepro
Cllr Gary Manning
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair
Cllr Michelle Ramsden
Cllr Alex Mountcastle
Cllr Thomas Williams

Ward CliIr Peter Geary

Pam Ayres - Clerk

Welcome by the Chair - The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:00

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
Apologies were received from: - Ward ClIr Keith Mclean, Cllr O’Hara and PCSO Arlene Ormston.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
Cllr Williams declared an interest in item 10.1.

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on
Monday 13" October 2025

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 13™ October 2025 be approved and signed
as a correct record.



4,

4.1

4.2

Public Questions
There were two members of the public present.

Traffic Volume and Vehicle Types

A resident raised concerns regarding the increasing volume and nature of traffic travelling through the
village, noting a particular rise in heavy goods vehicles. The resident enquired whether a traffic-
monitoring device could be installed to identify the types of vehicles using the route.

Ward Cllr Geay advised that MKCC uses road mounted monitoring tubes capable of recording vehicle
counts, speeds, and vehicle classifications. He added that MKCC is likely to hold relevant traffic data for
the village.

Ward ClIr Geary agreed to request the traffic flow and vehicle classification data from MKCC to support
future discussions on road safety and potential interventions.

A resident from New Row attended the meeting to receive an update on flooding issues and raised the
following questions:

e Whether the £150,000 previously allocated to MKCC, as part of the wider flood prevention
strategy, remains available in the budget for village flood alleviation measures.

e What plans does the Parish Council have for funding if grant funding proves insufficient.

e What can residents and the wider community do to support progress on the flood alleviation
scheme.

Ward ClIr Geary clarified that the funding is administered by the Environment Agency, not MKCC. He
further reported that approximately £600,000 in funding is currently available. However, the estimated
cost of delivering the necessary flood alleviation measures for the village is around £2.5m. MKCC, as
the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA), is still developing plans for submission to the EA. Ward ClIr Geary
commented that he is in the process of arranging a meeting with the LLFA to obtain an update and will
inform the Parish Council once the meeting date has been confirmed.

Clir Ginepro outlined the actions taken by the Parish Council following the flooding in September 2024,
including:
e Development of a comprehensive Community Flood Response Plan
e Establishment of a dedicated Flood Group
e Purchase of FloodSax for high-risk locations
e Drainage issues at the far corner of the play park have been addressed
e Meetings with the local MP, Chris Curtis, the LLFA, and other representatives from MKCC to
press for the delivery of the flood alleviation measures for the village
e Monies raised through charity quiz to be used to purchase of flood equipment for the village
Flood Group.



5. Toreceive PCSO’s Report
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the
period 13/10/2025 — 10/11/2025.

Crime Report Incidents
Criminal damage to residential security cameras November 2025
Theft of motorhome on driveway October 2025
Hare Coursing — criminal damage to padlock on gate October 2025

Other Incidents not crime related
Suspicious Persons following residents home. Suspect wearing balaclava. | October 2025
Investigations ongoing

Other Incidents in surrounding villages
Hare coursing in surrounding villages — rural villages
Theft out of farming units / sheds — rural villages
Burglaries in the lead up to Christmas — Milton Keynes
Theft out of motor vehicles — Milton Keynes
Hare coursing in surrounding villages — rural villages

Any Other Business
Next Rural East Community Forum on Wednesday 25" February 2026 at 7 pm in the Olney Centre,
Olney

6 Ward Councillors Report
Ward ClIr Geary report included the following items: -

6.1 Proposed Changes to Fire Stations and Fleet in Milton Keynes
The Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes Fire Authority (BMKFA) have put forward proposals to
restructure fire and rescue services across Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes.
Under the current plans:
e Two fire stations in Milton Keynes are proposed for closure.
e The total number of fire engines across the service would be reduced from 30 to 23.

6.2 MKCC New City Plan 2050
The MKCC New City Plan 2050 has entered its final six-week consultation stage. While the exact
locations of approximately 60,000 new homes have not be confirmed, most are expected to be
concentrated in and around Central Milton Keynes, Campbell Park, and MK East.
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6.3

6.4

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.3.1

7.3.2

New Towns Plan

The government’s New Towns report identifies Milton Keynes for significant expansion, with plans
for up to 40,000 additional homes, partly integrated into the 60,000 homes already planned under
the MKCC New City 2050 Plan. Housing will be delivered primarily through urban expansion to the
north and east of the city centre.

Wheelie bins

There have been reports from residents that wheelie bins are not being returned to the correct
properties following collection by the Waste and Recycling Team. Residents experiencing similar
issues are encouraged to report them to Ward ClIr Keith McLean.

Finance
To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1%t October - 31 October 2025

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1%t October - 315t
October 2025 as circulated, be approved.

To appoint accounts scrutineer
Resolved: That Clir Mountcastle be appointed as accounts scrutineer

Purchases for approval
The following items were put forward for approval:

Toilets - Old School Building

The Clerk reported that an independent inspection of the toilets had been carried out. The inspection
concluded that adjustment of the pipework was needed to resolve the issue, with an estimated cost of
repairs being £312.50.

Clir MacKenzie commented that she had recently been in discussions with the Nursery during which
concerns were raised about the increasing cost of repairs. The meeting was asked to consider this
matter. Following discussion and having reviewed the terms of the lease agreement, it was confirmed
that the Nursery is responsible for the repairs and must settle all outstanding invoices for the toilet
provision.

Resolved: Clerk to issue a formal request for settlement of outstanding invoices.

Landscape Management Services 2026/27

The Clerk referred to the request made at the last meeting for additional quotes for

landscape management services for 2026/27. Clirs were asked to consider an additional quote

circulated prior to the meeting alongside the previously received quote.

After discussion, it was agreed to accept the quote from Tove Landscapes & Maintenance. This
decision was based on the following considerations:
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8.2.

8.3.

e Tove Landscapes & Maintenance submitted the lower of the two quotes.
e The company had previously conducted work for the Parish Council to a high standard.
e Communication with the company was reliable and effective.

Resolved: That Tove Landscapes & Maintenance be awarded the Landscape Management contract for
2026/27.

To receive Clerk’s Report
Updates

e Cemetery Extension
Cllr Ginepro to contact the contractor to progress the cemetery mapping work.

e Neighbourhood Plan
Nothing to report

¢ Flood Defences (Flood Response Team)
Cllr Manning reported that funds for the Flood Group had been successfully raised through a recent
charity fundraising event, a quiz night organised to help support the group.

o Allotment
- Expenditure - A replacement tap has been fitted at the allotment.

- Rent increase - It was confirmed that, as previously agreed, allotment fees will increase from 1
April next year. The originally proposed increase of £11.00 per pole has been reduced to £9.00 per
pole. This reduction has been made possible by changes to site maintenance. From 1 April 2026,
the contractor will no longer be responsible for site maintenance, and the upkeep of pathways will
transfer to allotment holders. These measures are being implemented to control expenditure and
ensure the allotments operate at a break-even point.

30 mph speed limit signs
The issue regarding the faded 30 mph speed limit signs at the top of Olney Road has been reported to
MKCC.

Ward based budget 25/26
The Clerk reported receipt of an email from Ward Clir Debbie Whitworth, advising that applications
for the 2025/26 Ward based budget of £1000.00 are now open.

Following a discussion, it was agreed to submit an application for funding to purchase additional
FloodSax.

Resolved: That an application for grant funding be submitted to cover the cost of purchasing additional
FloodSax.



8.4. Request: Permission to place two memorial plaques in the Garden of Remembrance

8.5

9.

9.1

9.2

9.3

The meeting was asked to consider a request to install two plaques in the Garden of Remembrance: one
for the applicant’s mother and one for his brother, to be placed alongside the grandparents’ existing
memorials, reflecting the family’s long-established ties to the village.

Following discussion, the request was approved in recognition of the family’s long-established ties with
the village.

Resolved: That the request to install two plaques in the Garden of Remembrance be approved.

$106 Funding Release for Thames Valley Police

The Estates Team at TVP is requesting confirmation from local Parish Councils that they have no
objections to using previously secured developer contributions (S106 funding) from multiple planning
approvals to partially fund a refurbishment at MK Central Police Station to expand and modernise
operational and call-handling space. No concerns or objections were raised regarding the proposals.

Specific Agenda items

Ground Maintenance
Reported under item 7.3.2 above.

Preschool

Clir MacKenzie provided an update on the proposals relating to the long-term future of the
Preschool. The meeting discussed the proposals in detail and agreed that additional information was
needed before a final decision could be made. It was further agreed that Clir MacKenzie would obtain
the necessary information and report back at the next meeting.

Resolved: That Clir MacKenzie obtain further information regarding the proposals.

Proposed draft budget 2026/27

Cllr Ramsden presented the draft budget for the 2026/27 financial year. The budget proposals
undertake to provide the financial support necessary to run public services, including the cemetery,
allotment, dog & litter bins, maintenance of the playing field and other local amenities. It also makes
provision for the repair and upgrade of community assets. Careful consideration was given to the
broader economic climate, with particular attention paid to current inflation trends as an

indicator of expected cost increases. It was also acknowledged that the Parish Council is facing rising
operational expenses, especially in relation to grounds maintenance and general running costs.

After reviewing all relevant financial, operational, and economic factors, it was agreed to
approve the draft budget proposals for 2026/27.

Resolved: That the budget proposals for 2026/27 be approved.



9.4

9.5

10.

10.1

10.2

Proposed Precept: 2026/2027

As part of the annual budget setting process, a review of the Precept requirement for the 2026/27
financial year was undertaken. It was noted that ongoing inflationary pressures and rising service
delivery costs continue to influence the Parish Council’s overall financial position.

For the current financial year (2025/26), the Precept was set using a provisional tax base of 711.37,
with a Band D charge of £62.58 per annum, generating a total Precept of £44,517.53. The draft budget
for 2026/27 proposes an overall increase of 3.39%, resulting in a total Precept requirement of
£45,000, representing a modest rise of £482.47 compared with the current year.

During its deliberations, the meeting reviewed the expected costs, planned activities, and financial
commitments for the forthcoming year. Following discussion, it was agreed that the Precept for
2025/26, currently £44,517.53, be increased by 3.39%, setting a new Precept of £45,000 for the
2026/27 financial year.

Resolved: That the Precept for the 2026/27 financial year be set at £45,000.

Review and adopt IT Policy (As Amended)

The Clerk referred to the amended Policy Document circulated in advance, reflecting the changes
discussed at the previous meeting. Following a thorough review, it was agreed to approve the
amendments and formally adopt the revised policy.

Resolved: To formally adopt the revised IT Policy.

Review of Information and Data Protection Policy

The meeting reviewed the Data Protection Policy. During the discussion, a query was raised regarding
the retention period for records on personnel devices, it was agreed that Clir Manning would

contact the service provider to obtain clarification on this matter.

Resolved: Clir Manning to seek clarification from the IT service provider on the retention period for
records on personnel devices.

Planning Applications -

New Applications

PLN/2025/2149 - Proposed single & two storey rear extension and window to side elevation at 42
Castle Road, Lavendon, MK46 4JE. No concerns or objections were raised.

Updates

PLN/2025/1514 - The erection of a single storey front extension at 57 New Row, Northampton Road,

Lavendon, MK46 4EZ. Approved by MKCC



11. Parish related matters

11.1 Flooding

11.2 Christmas Tree
Clir Mountcastle provided details of a quote for the Christmas tree, priced at £150.00. After
discussion, it was agreed to accept the quote, and Cllr Mountcastle will arrange for the purchase
and installation of the tree.

Resolved: Cllr Mountcastle to arrange for the purchase and installation of the Christmas tree.

11.2 Agenda publication
Cllr Mountcastle proposed, and it was agreed, that future meeting agendas would be published on
the Parish Council Facebook page. This will ensure that residents are well informed about
forthcoming meetings and the matters scheduled for discussion.

12. Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 12" December 2025 at 19:00 to be held at the
Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:30



