LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 14" April 2025

Present: -
Clir Michael Chapman
Cllr Martino Ginepro
Cllr Gary Manning
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair
Cllr Alex Mountcastle

Ward Clir Keith McLean

Arlene Ormston (PCSO)

PC Andrew White (Local Neighbourhood Supervisor)
Pam Ayres - Clerk

Welcome by the Chair - The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:30

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
Apologies were received from: Clir Michelle Ramsden and Ward Clir Peter Geary.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest.

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on
10" March 2025

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10™ March 2025 be approved and signed as a
correct record.

4., Public Questions



There were 5 members of the public present.

A resident from Harrold Road attended the meeting to thank the Parish Council for agreeing accept the
qguote for drainage improvement work at the far end of the playing field. He also requested that the
work commence as soon as possible to help prevent any future flooding issues.

Referring to the recent village flood meeting, another resident asked what could be done in the short

term to protect residents while funding is being secured. Several short-term options were discussed,
including:

¢ Finalising the village flood plan

e Contacting Nick Hannon, MKCC to ask what action has or will be taken regarding the frequency with
which the drains around the village are cleaned.

5. To receive PCSO’s Report

PCSO Arlene Ormston attended the meeting together with PC Andrew White (Local Neighbourhood
Supervisor). The following crime report was presented to the meeting.

Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon — 07/03/2025 — 14/04/2025

2 x Hare coursing March 2025
1 Public Order April 2025
1 x ASB between neighbours April 2025

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon

None

Other Incidents in surrounding villages
Vehicle stolen in Milton Keynes and contents of vehicle dumped on a farmers drive in Moulsoe
Muntjac deer shot with rifle and dumped in ditch in Petsoe End

Any Other Business
Next Rural East Community Forum — Tuesday 17th June 2025 at 7 pm in Astwood village hall

PC White stated that there is a good ANPR system in and around the area which is used to report suspicious
activity.

6 Ward Councillors Report
Ward CllIr Keith McLean’s report included the following items: -
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6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

7.1

7.2

7.3

Council Tax
Residents will have noticed a 4.99 % increase in council tax bills for 2025/26. This is split between the
main element (2.99%) and the Adult Social Care Precept (2.0%).

MK Connect
The new contract is now in place. From 15t April 2025 the new operating times are from 6am — 8pm
Monday to Saturday.

Change of road layout Newport Road/London Road - A509
Change of road layout to take effect from 8™ June to 30" August. The old A509 will reopen on 15t
September.

Waste tip
The new tip at Old Wolverton is going ahead but planning permission has yet to be granted.

Green Bins

MKCC is introducing a charge for the collection of additional green bins. The first bin will remain free
but additional bins will cost £55 per year each. The first annual subscription will start on 12 May 2025,
and residents can subscribe for up to two additional bins. More information can be found on the MKCC
website.

Finance

To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 15t — 315 March 2025 and budget report for the
financial year ending 31t March 2025.

The meeting considered the schedule of receipts and payments for March 2025, circulated prior to the
meeting.

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1t — 31t March 2025 as
circulated, be approved.

The meeting was also asked to consider the budget report for the financial year ending 315t March
2025 (Circulated prior to the meeting). This identified expenditure incurred and income received

against the approved 2024/2025 budget. No specific areas of concern were identified.

Resolved: That the budget report for the financial year ending 31° March 2025 be acknowledged.

To appoint accounts scrutineer.
Resolved: That Clir Mountcastle be appointed as accounts scrutineer

Purchases for approval.
The following items were put forward for approval:

7.3.1 CCTV System Upgrade



The Clerk provided additional details regarding the quote for the upgrade of the CCTV system, as
discussed at the previous meeting. This included further information on the specifications of the
cameras mentioned in the original quote.

After discussion, it was agreed to accept the quote, as the proposed upgrade was considered a
worthwhile investment and important for maintaining an up-to-date system.

Resolved: To approve the upgrade of the CCTV system at a cost of £879.00.

7.3.2 Advert — Annual Village Meeting
The meeting considered a quote of £165 + VAT for placing an advertisement in the local magazine to
promote the Annual Village Meeting.

After discussion, it was agreed not to proceed with the advertisement. The decision was based on last
year’s low turnout, which suggested that the cost would not be justified or effective. Instead, it was
agreed that the event would be promoted through Facebook, the Parish Council’s website, and posters
placed in key locations around the village.

Resolved: That no magazine advertisement would be taken out, and promotion would focus on digital
channels and local posters.

7.3.3 Water Tank
Clir Ginepro raised the question of purchasing a water tank to assist with watering the newly planted
hedges at the field at Harrold Road, as well as for general watering needs around the village.

It was estimated that the cost of the tank would be approximately £100.00.

After discussion, it was agreed that a water tank was necessary, and approval was given for the
purchase to go ahead.

Resolved: To approve the purchase of a water tank to help with the watering of the newly planted
hedges and assist with the general watering needs around the village.

8. To receive Clerk’s Report

8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan — updates

e Harrold Road Benches -Actioned

e Kissing Gates -Actioned

e Playing field- The Basket Swing - Actioned

e Cemetery - Extension layout plan — S106 application was successful and payment of £11,756.87
has been received. The Clerk to arrange with the contractor for the work to go ahead.



8.2

8.3.

8.4

8.5

8.6

8.7

e Neighbourhood Plan — Cllr MacKenzie advised that there was nothing further to report.

¢ Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) — Cllr Manning commented that further volunteers were
needed to get the flood resilience group up and running. Cllr Manning to put a note on FB seeking
volunteers.

Parish Tree Planting Scheme of Winter '21/'22

The clerk reported that a request had been received from MKCC, asking for an update on the scheme—
specifically, where the trees were planted and how they are progressing. Clir Ginepro agreed to
provide the Clerk with the requested information, so it can be passed on to MKCC.

West Bletchley Council - Modifications to its Neighbourhood Plan
The revised plan and its supporting documents are available to view at: West Bletchley Neighbourhood
Plan | Milton Keynes City Council

Comments should be sent to: neighbourhoodplanning@milton-keynes.gov.uk by 5pm on Friday, 25
April 2025.

Community Payback
In recent weeks, a team from Community Payback have been helping around the village carry out litter
picking and assisting with the hedge planting work on the land at Harrold Road.

Grit Bin - Joiners Way
MKCC Highways has confirmed that the grit bin was never owned by them. Therefore, the
responsibility for maintaining and refilling the bin lies with the Parish Council.

Community Grant funding Application

The Clerk reported that the application made to the Community Fund for funding for ANPR Cameras
was unsuccessful.

Boroughwide Street Trading Consent
The following applications were made to MKCC:

Renewal and Change of Vehicle from SV64 WSJ To KN58 UEP- MK Ices for 1 ice cream van to trade
Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 14:00 to 21:00.

Pecorella Whip, Reg FJ72 WHP for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following
times: Monday to Sunday 15:00 to 21:00.

Mister Softee T402 POA on 08/04/2025 for 1 ice cream van to trade Boroughwide for the following
times: Monday to Sunday 16:00 to 21:00.

There were no objections to these applications.


https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/west-bletchley-neighbourhood-plan
https://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-policy/west-bletchley-neighbourhood-plan
mailto:neighbourhoodplanning@milton-keynes.gov.uk

8.9

9.1

9.2

9.3

New online Volunteering Hub

Community Action is launching a new online Volunteering Hub in Milton Keynes. The online platform
will provide a simple and effective way for local people to find volunteering roles and for organisations
to recruit and manage volunteers.

Community Action will be hosting an in-person Spring Networking event on Tuesday 29th April, 10am -
12pm at New Bradwell Community Centre.

Specific Agenda items

To discuss and agree arrangements for the Annual Parish meeting — 20t May 2025
The arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting were discussed, and it was agreed that they would
largely mirror those of last year.

AP: The Annual Parish Meeting to be advertised on Facebook, the Parish Council website and on posters
placed in key locations around the village.

Allotment — update
The Clerk provided the following update:
e There are currently 6 vacant plots.
e Permission is being sought from the landlord to undertake work at the allotments to prevent
future flooding of the car park. A decision is awaited.
e Several allotment holders had expressed concerns regarding the proposed increase in fees, due
to take effect from 1t April 2026.

Clir Mountcastle stated that she was also aware of concerns raised by allotment holders and proposed
that the fee be reduced from £11 to £9 per pole. She further recommended that ground maintenance
of the site be discontinued, with allotment holders instead assuming responsibility for the maintenance
of the paths.

Following a full discussion, it was unanimously agreed that:
¢ The allotment fee will be revised to £9 per pole, effective from 1st April 2026.
¢ Allotment holders will be responsible for the maintenance of the paths.

Resolved: That effective from 15t April 2026 the allotment fees will be reduced to £9 per pole and
allotment holders will be responsible for maintaining the paths. Clir Mountcastle to review and update
the current Allotment Agreement. Clir Manning to advertise the vacant plots on Facebook.

PreSchool

The meeting was advised of recent discussions held between the Clerk, Cllr MacKenzie, and the tenant,
concerning the tenant’s feedback on the draft lease agreement.

Following discussion, it was agreed that Cllr MacKenzie would formally set out the Parish Council’s
position and issue an amended draft of the lease agreement for the tenant’s consideration.

Resolved: That Clir MacKenzie respond to the tenant setting out the Parish Council’s position and provide
an amended draft of the lease agreement for the tenant’s consideration.
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9.4

10.

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

11.

11.1

11.2

11.3

114

Old School

The Clerk provided an update on a recent meeting attended by the Clerk, Cllr Chapman, and the tenant.
The discussions focused on the tenant’s request to extend the existing lease and on proposed terms for
a reversionary lease. Following discussion, it was agreed to accept the proposed terms.

Resolved: That the proposed terms for a revisionary lease be accepted and the Clerk to instruct the
solicitor accordingly.

Planning Applications -

Updates

PLN/2025/0512 - Consultation on installation of electrical infrastructure including solar panels,
conversion units, inverters and substations, underground electrical cables and associated
infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures, and other ancillary works under section 42 of
the Planning Act 2008 or Regulation 11 of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 2017 at Green Hill Solar Farm Site G, London Road, Warrington.

PLN/2024/2719 - Listed Building Consent for the proposed repairs to the property after sustaining
flood damage at 3 Olney Road, Lavendon, MK46 4EU. Approved with conditions.

Planning Enforcement Case ENF/2024/0504 - 12 Whie Canons Drive, Lavendon, MK46 4FQ. Alleged
Breach Unauthorised conversion of the garage. Decision - enforcement action would not be expedient
given the minimal impact of the structure on the surrounding amenity.

PLN/2024/2560 - Approval of reserved matters (layout, scale, appearance, and landscaping) pursuant

to outline permission ref. 21/02945/0UT for the erection of 8 dwellings at Land to The North West of
Harrold Road, Lavendon. Permission refused.

Parish related matters

Flooding
Discussed under Item 4 above.

V-E Day 80 -Celebrations
Cllr Mountcastle proposed the idea of organising a village event to mark the 80th anniversary of V-E
Day. The suggestion was discussed, and it was unanimously agreed that this would be a good idea.

Resolved: That Cllr Mountcastle look into organising an event to mark the 80th anniversary of V-E Day.

Cllr Ginepro informed the meeting that hedge planting on the land along Harrold Road had now been
completed.

Cllr Chapman commented that the village sign on the corner of the High St/Harrold Road was worn an
in need of repainting. It was agreed that the Clerk would obtain a quote for the work to be carried out.



12.

Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 19™" May 2025 at 19:30 to be held at the

Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:35



