LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk

The Pavilion
63a High Street
Lavendon
MK46 4HA

Tel: 01234 241941
Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org

Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 14" July 2025

Present: -
Clir Michael Chapman
Cllr Martino Ginepro
Cllr Gary Manning (Late arriving)
Clir Louise MacKenzie -Chair
Clir Michelle Ramsden
Clir Alex Mountcastle

Ward ClIr Peter Geary (Late arriving)

Pam Ayres - Clerk

Welcome by the Chair — The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting.

Meeting commenced at 19:04

1. To accept apologies for Absence: -
There were no apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda
There were no declarations of interest.

3. To consider 4 applications for co-option and resolve to appoint two applicants.
This item was postponed due to the delayed arrival of Clir Manning, whose input was essential for the
vote on co-option. The agenda was adjusted accordingly, and this item was taken up after Agenda ltem
8, once Cllr Manning was present.

4, To approve, and the Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the Parish Council
meeting held on Monday 9" June 2025.
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.3.1

8.3.2

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th June 2025 be approved and signed as a correct
record.

Public Questions

The only members of the public present were Steven O’Hara and Thomas Williams, who had submitted
applications for the two vacant Parish Council positions. They attended the meeting at the Clerk’s
invitation to observe the co-option vote.

To receive PCSO’s Report
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting — no crime report was provided.

Ward Councillors Report
This item was postponed due to the delayed arrival of Ward ClIr Peter Geary. The agenda was adjusted
accordingly, and this item was taken up after Agenda Item 3, once Ward ClIr Geary was present.

Finance

To receive the Clerk’s financial report for 15t — 30t June 2025 and interim budget report for the 3
months ending 30t June 2025

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 15t — 30% June 2025 as
circulated, be approved and the interim budget report for the 3 months ending 30t June 2025 noted.

To appoint accounts scrutineer
Resolved: That Clir Ginepro be appointed as accounts scrutineer.

Purchases for approval
The following items were put forward for approval:

Flood Defence Equipment
The Clerk referred to the quote circulated prior to the meeting regarding FloodSax as an alternative to
Hydrosnakes. A sample pack obtained from the supplier was also shown to Cllrs.

A brief demonstration of the FloodSax was carried out to illustrate its functionality. The concept was
well received; however, several concerns were raised about the product’s effectiveness in an actual
flood situation, including the quantity required to provide sufficient protect a property. It was agreed
that additional information and clarification was needed before a decision could be made.

Resolved: That the Clerk obtain additional information from the supplier and report back at the next
meeting.

Pathway into the play park
The meeting next considered the quote received from Tove Landscapes & Maintenance for the
installation of root protection suitable pathway at the entrance to the playing field. The quoted cost for
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8.33

8.34

the installation was £2,104.09 + VAT. ClIr Ginepro provided further details of the quotation. Following a
discussion, it was unanimously agreed to accept the quote and for the work to go ahead.

Resolved: To accept for the quote and for the work to go ahead.

Bollard Replacement

The meeting was asked to consider a quote for the replacement of the existing wooden bollards along
the perimeter of the playing field near the pavilion. The quoted price for the supply and installation of
plastic bollards was £2,881.23 + VAT.

During the discussion that followed, Clir Mountcastle proposed an alternative solution that was both
more cost effective and environmentally friendly. She suggested planting a 1.5m high hedge along the
same boundary to act as a long term, natural barrier. This proposal was unanimously agreed upon by
all present.

It was further agreed that, while the hedge establishes itself, a temporary solution is needed to ensure
continued security. The following interim actions were proposed:

Replace only the bollards that are currently rotten.

Install security posts at the most vulnerable points to prevent unauthorised vehicle access.

Further explore the hedge planting option, including identifying suitable plant species and confirming
associated costs.

Review the situation once the hedge has matured and become established.

Resolved: To pursue a more cost effective and ecologically alternative to replacing the bollards, a 1.5m
high hedge will be planted as a long term, natural barrier. As a temporary measure, only the rotten
bollards will be replaced, and security posts will be installed at the most vulnerable points to prevent
unauthorised vehicle access.

Inverter & Batteries options
The meeting also considered quotes received from LECTEC for two potential options:

1. Replacing both the inverter and the batteries.
2. Replacing the inverter and force charging the existing batteries.

The Clerk reported that one of the solar batteries had already been force charged; however, the
inverter still failed to function. Based on professional advice, it was confirmed that the inverter
requires replacement.

The supplier advised that, in the second option, there is no guarantee as to how long the existing
batteries would continue to operate after being force charged.

Cllr O'Hara suggested that the issue might lie with the power management systems (PMs) and
recommended further investigation into this possibility before making any final decision. Following
discussion, it was agreed to explore the PMs as a first step.



8.3.5

Resolved: Cllr O’Hara to Investigate the power management systems (PMs) as a first step to determine
if they are the cause of the issue, prior to any final decision being made.

Reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses

The Clerk raised the matter of reimbursing Cllr Ginepro for expenses incurred while carrying out his
duties as a Parish Councillor, specifically in relation to ground maintenance around the village. It was
noted that Clir Ginepro regularly undertakes significant ground maintenance work, including tasks that
require the use of his own fuel, electricity, tools, and other resources. His ongoing contributions
provide a considerable cost saving to the Parish Council.

Following discussion, it was agreed by all present that Clir Ginepro should be reimbursed for all
reasonable expenses incurred while fulfilling his Parish Councillor responsibilities. This includes, but is
not limited to, costs related to fuel and electricity etc. All claims must be supported by appropriate
documentation, such as receipts or clear, itemised estimates, and will be subject to approval by the
Parish Council.

Resolved: That going forward, ClIr Ginepro may claim reimbursement for all reasonable expenses
incurred in the course of his duties as a Parish Councillor. Each claim must be supported by appropriate
documentation and will be subject to approval by the Parish Council.

To consider 4 applications for co-option and resolve to appoint two applicants.
For the reasons stated above this item was rescheduled to later in the meeting.

The Chair, Cllr MacKenzie informed the meeting that four candidates had submitted applications for
co-option to the Parish Council. Each candidate completed a nomination form outlining their

background, experience, and reasons for wanting to become a councillor.

Copies of the completed forms had been circulated to all Clirs ahead of the meeting, allowing sufficient
time for careful consideration of each application.

The Parish Council proceeded to vote by a show of hands. Each Clirs was permitted to cast two votes.

Following the vote, the two candidates who received the highest number of votes were: Thomas
Williams and Steven O’Hara.

The Chair congratulated the successful candidates and welcomed them to the Parish Council. Both

Thomas Williams and Steven O’Hara signed their Declarations of Acceptance of Office in the presence
of the Proper Officer and took their seats as members of the Parish Council

Ward Councillors Report
For the reasons stated above this item was rescheduled to later in the meeting.

Ward CllIr Peter Geary’s report included the following items:



7.1

7.2

7.3

9.1

9.2.

9.3

9.4

9.5

New GP Surgery in Olney
Ward Cllr Geary commented that he is still campaigning for the development of a new GP surgery in
Olney and will be writing to residents in the next couple of weeks.

MKCC - Village Flood Drop-in Session

Ward Cllr Geary commented that unfortunately, he was unable to attend the recent village flood drop-
in session hosted by MKCC. However, he did receive some feedback from Ward Cllr McLean, who was
present at the session.

Ward Cllr Geary emphasised that he would continue to apply pressure on MKCC to implement effective
flood prevention measures, rather than just focusing on the establishment of a local flood group.

New Towns Report Update

The Government has recently published a New Towns Report identifying MK as a prime location for the
development of a new town. While the precise location of the new town has not yet been confirmed,
it is anticipated that the proposal could include an additional 10,000 houses, in addition to the 50,000+
already planned for the area.

To receive Clerk’s Report

Cemetery Extension — Awaiting confirmation of the project start date.

SIDs Data

The clerk suggested introducing a rota for the collection of SID data. Following discussion, it was
agreed that, given the increased number of Clirs, this task could be incorporated into a review of key
responsibilities for each Parish Councillor. To be included as an agenda item for the next meeting.

Polling District and Polling Places Review

MKCC is consulting on draft proposals to amend five polling stations and a small number of polling
districts. The consultation is open until 11 September 2025. Lavendon is not affected by the proposed
review.

Boroughwide Street Trading Consent — Renewal
MKCC has received an application from Eat Gelato - R99 FLK on 19t June 2025 for 1 ice cream van to
trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 16:00 to 19:00

Neighbourhood Planning
It has been announced that following the recent spending review, the government will withdraw
funding for neighbourhood planning support services for 2025 onwards.
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10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

Specific Agenda items

Green Hill Solar Farm

Cllr Chapman provided a brief update on the Green Hill Solar Farm application, noting that it is now
entered the pre-examination stage. During this phase, individuals, organisations, and other stakeholders
can register as Interested Parties by submitting a Relevant Representation on the application.

Following a discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would register as an Interested Party.
It was further agreed that Cllr Chapman and ClIr Ginepro would prepare a summary of the key issues
regarding the application, to submitted alongside the Parish Council’s registration.

Resolved: The Parish Council to formally register as an Interested Party during the Pre-examination stage
of the Green Hill Solar Farm planning application process.

Land to the south of the High Street, A428, Lavendon
The Clerk referred the meeting to the request by Colecar for a meeting to discuss the proposals for the
development of land to the south of the High Street (Opposite the Green Man).

Following a discussion, it was unanimously agreed to pass the following motion:

The Parish Council agrees that it is appropriate to meet with the promotor of the site, Colecar. However,
this meeting is solely for the purpose of listening and gathering information. No delegation is given to
any member to express support or any other views on behalf of the Parish Council. Attendance at the
meeting should not be interpreted as an endorsement or objection to the proposals.

Resolved: That the Parish Council agrees to meet with the site promoter solely to gather information,
with no authority given to any member to express views or imply support or opposition.

Defra Consultation: Reforming our approach to floods funding.

The Clerk referred to an email received from the EA, which advised that Defra has launched a public
consultation on Investment Reform. The consultation seeks views on how government funding for flood
defences in England should be allocated.

After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk would share the email with Clir Manning and Cllr Chapman
for consideration and preparation of an appropriate response.

Resolved: The Clerk to forward the Defra consultation email to Cllr Manning and Cllr Chapman for
consideration.

Litter Prevention Campaign
Clir Ginepro commented that there had been a noticeable increase in litter around the village, citing a
recent example of bottles and crisp packets found discarded under the play tunnel in the park.
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12.
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12.

As a way of addressing the issue, Cllr Ginepro proposed initiating a village wide litter prevention
campaign. He suggested involving the local school by organising a poster competition, with the winning
entry to be used in promoting the campaign.

The proposal was well received, and it was agreed to defer the matter to the next meeting to allow
time for further planning and consideration.

Planning Applications - Updates

PLN/2025/1042 - Removal of existing single storey rear extension and erection of a single storey rear
extension with roof lights at 36 Olney Road, Lavendon, MK46 4ET. Approved

Parish related matters

Flooding

Clir Manning provided an update on the Flood Group, reporting that several meetings have taken place
and progress is being made on the development of the flood plan.

Date of next meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 8" September at 19:00 to be held at the
Pavilion.

The meeting closed at 21:15



