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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 8th September 
2025 
 

                       

 
 
Present: -  

Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
Cllr Gary Manning  
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Alex Mountcastle  
Cllr Thomas Williams 
Cllr Steve O’Hara 

 
Ward Cllr Keith Mclean – part meeting 
Ward Cllr Peter Geary – part meeting 

 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:00 

 
1.   To accept apologies for Absence: - 

   Apologies were received from: - PCSO Arlene Ormston. 
 

2.      Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
          Cllr Michelle Ramsden declared an interest in item 9.2. 
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3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
14th July 2025  
Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th July 2025 be approved and signed as a correct 
record.  

  
 

 4. Public Questions 
A resident from Harrold Road attended the meeting for an update on the proposed drainage project at 
the northwest corner of the park. This matter is reported under Item 7.3.3 below. 

  
 

5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 
PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 06/06/2025 – 08/09/2025. 

 
 

Illegal Rave – field off Harrold Road July 2025 

Theft of vehicle (recovered by Beds Police) July 2025 

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

ASB /Harassment – ongoing ASB from residents June 2026 

Public Order (Mental Health episode) July 2025 

ASB Environmental – youths entering private property leaving gate open for sheep to 
enter where pond is and the sheep could possibly drown if they fall into the pond. 

September 2025 

ASB Community – youths on quad bikes on bridal paths – youths spoken to by TVP June 2025 

Road Traffic related incident - for failing to comply with red traffic signal – driver attended driving 

course 
July 2025 

ASB Personal – youth shooting cap gun at driver in car July 2025 

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
Theft of portaloo from drive in Emberton 

Criminal damage – cars keyed – Emberton and Astwood 

 

 

Theft of pushbikes – Olney 

Theft out of Vehicles – Emberton 

 

Any Other Business  
 

Next Rural East Community Forum – Friday 10th October 2025 at 7 pm in the Pavilion, Emberton 

 

 
Cllr MacKenzie read out an email from PSCO Arlene Ormston, on behalf of Thames Valley Police, 
expressing thanks to Cllr Mountcastle for her assistance in arranging the Scam talk, which was held at 
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the village hall on Saturday 6th September. Around 15 residents attended and appeared to enjoy the 
event, with several staying afterwards to chat. 

   
 

 6 Ward Councillors Report 

This item was deferred due to the late arrival of Ward Cllrs Peter Geary and Keith McLean. The agenda 
was revised accordingly, and the item was taken up following item 7. 

 

 Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st - 31st July and 1st – 31st August 2025 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st - 31st July and  
1st – 31st August 2025 as circulated, be approved.  

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer  
 Resolved: That Cllr McKenzie be appointed as accounts scrutineer  
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 

The following items were put forward for approval: 
 
7.3.1 FloodSax 

The Clerk referred to the previously circulated quote for FloodSax and noted that, following discussions 
at the last meeting, the supplier had provided additional details on the effectiveness and durability of 
FloodSax. This information was presented to the meeting. 
 
After consideration, the meeting agreed that the information was sufficient to make an informed 
decision and resolved to accept the quote and proceed with the purchase. 
 
Resolved: To accept the quote for FloodSax, as previously circulated, and to proceed with the 
purchase. 

 
7.3.2  The meeting was also asked to consider the following quotes from Tove Landscapes & Maintenance: 
 

• Cemetery – installation of a linked pathway to create wheelchair accessible route - £4,834.87. 
 

• Play Park: Replacement wooden bollards and fold down security posts - £1,327.06. 
 

• Drainage enhancement work - £1,600.90 
Cllr Ginepro gave a summary of the quote, noting that a budget of £500 had previously been 
approved to cover the hire of a digger with driver and aggregate for backfilling trenches. He 
further advised that the initial quote did not include the cost of a dumper to transport spoil to 
the mound or the installation of drains to convey water into the French drain.  The revised 
quote includes these additional items. 
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Following a discussion, it was unanimously agreed to accept the quotes from Tove Landscapes & 
Maintenance for the work to be carried out.  

 
Resolved: To accept the quotes from from Tove Landscapes & Maintenance for the works to be carried 
out. 

 

6. Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr Peter Geary’s report included the following items: - 
  

6.1       MKCC New City Plan 2050 
Ward Cllr Geary gave an update on the NCP 2050, advising that the delegated decision had been put 
back and is now not expected until towards the end of October. MKCC are still intending to submit the 
plan to the planning inspector by March 2026. Ward Cllr Geary further added that once the NCP is in 
place, the Parish Council should consider updating the neighbourhood plan. 

 
 6.2 Green Hill Solar Farm  

Cllr Chapman asked what MKCC position is on the Green Hill Solar application. Cllr Geary commented 
that MKCC had submitted comments, adding that flooding is the biggest issue. 

  
 

8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 
8.1 Household Support Fund (Round 7) – funding for Parishes 

MKCC has allocated £75,000 from its HSF (7) to parishes so that they can continue to provide vital initiatives 

such as community cafes, community hubs, social clubs and wellbeing support, including ‘warm places’, pop up 

cafes and other informal social activities where people can meet up, with the aim of preventing poverty locally 

and building local resilience and support. Lavendon has an allocated fund of £500, with an opportunity to 

request additional amounts.  

 

8.2 Public and Partnership Consultation in extending the Vehicle Related Anti-Social Behaviour Public 

Space Protection Order (PSPO) 
MKCC is seeking feedback on a proposed extension to the existing Vehicle Related Anti-Social Behaviour Public 

Space Protection Order (Car cruising PSPO). The current PSPO, which targets vehicle related anti-social 

behaviour particularly 'car cruising' and 'street racing' is due to expire in January 2026. Consultation on the 

Order will run for 12 weeks from Monday 11th August. The link to the consultation can be found on the MKCC 

website. 

 

Specific Agenda items 

9.1 Lavendon Flood Actions update 
Cllr Manning reported that he had received an updated flood plan and confirmed that a meeting was 
due to be arranged to review it before submission to the Local Flood Authority.  Cllr Manning further 
commented that additional volunteers were needed to join the flood group. 
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9.2 Preschool Draft Lease agreement 
 Cllr MacKenzie reported that agreement on the draft lease had not yet been finalised. The meeting 
 was asked to consider potential options to progress discussions with a view to reaching agreement with 
 the Preschool.  Following discussion, an agreement was reached to facilitate further progress and move 
 discussions forward.  

 
Resolved: That Cllr MacKenzie arrange a meeting to inform PreSchool of the Parish Council’s position 
and to agree on the next steps to progress towards finalising the lease. 

  
9.3 Cemetery extension – It was agreed to carry this forward to the next meeting. 
 
 
9.4.  Councillors – review of key roles and responsibilities  

A review of the current roles and responsibilities was carried out, and amendments were made to ensure 
that all key areas of responsibility were covered. 

   
9.5 To review and adopt the role and responsibilities of Lavendon Parish Council its Councillors  

The draft policy document, circulated in advance of the meeting was reviewed. Following discussion, it 
was agreed that no amendments were required. 

          
Resolved: To approve and adopt the role and responsibilities of Lavendon Parish Council its Councillors. 

 
9.6 Update on the completion of the limited assurance review of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return (AGAR) for year ended 31 March 2025. 
 

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for 2024/2025 – Assurance Review  
 The Clerk reported that the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025 identified a total 
 balance at year end of £142,006 compared to the balance brought forward as at 1 April 2024 of 
 £128,974; the Accounting Statements represent Section 2 of the Annual Return of the Annual 
 Governance and Accountability Return.  
 

In accordance with Regulation 15(2) of the Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, the financial statements 
and other documents had been made available for public inspection for a period of 30 working days from 
9th June 2025 to 18th July 2025. There were no matters identified that affect the financial statements 
reported to the Parish Council at its meeting on 19th May 2025 (minute 15.5 refers). The Accounting 
Statements represent Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) that must 
be completed and published by smaller authorities. 
 
Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25.  
The Clerk reported that the external audit of the 2024/25 financial statements had been completed and 
the External Auditor, PKF Littlejohn LLP, had issued an unqualified opinion that the information in the 
Annual Return for 2024/2025 is in accordance with Proper Practices and no matters had come to their 
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been 
met. The Annual Return incorporates the External Audit Certificate at Section 3. 
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Resolved:  
(1) That the unqualified opinion issued by the External Auditor, PKF LittleJohn LLP, in respect of the 

2024/2025 financial statements be acknowledged.  
 
(2) That following the period of public inspection and external audit, the Accounting Statements at   

Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2025 
be approved.   

 

10. Planning Applications -   
 
New Applications: 

 
10.1 PLN/2025/1514 – The erection of a single storey front extension at 57 New Row, Northampton Road, 

Lavendon, MK46 4EZ. No objections. 
 
 Updates: 
 
10.2 Proposed Single-Storey Rear and Side Extensions and enlargement of porch at 48 

Olney Road, Lavendon, MK46 4ET. Approved. 
 
10.3 Certificate of Lawfulness granted for proposed single storey rear extension and garage.  

conversion at 27 The glebe, Lavendon, MK46 4HF. Acknowledged. 
 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Flooding 

Cllr Manning reported that he had received an updated flood plan. A meeting will be scheduled to 
review the plan, after which it will be forwarded to LFA.  He further noted that volunteers are needed 
to join the flood group. 

 
11.2     Christmas tree  

  It was agreed that Cllr Mountcastle would be responsible for obtaining a quotation for this year’s 
Christmas tree.  

 
11.3     Old School toilets 
            Cllr Mountcastle asked if there was any update regarding the issue with the toilets at the Old School. 

The Clerk reported that a plumber has been appointed to carry out an independent inspection, with 
             particular attention to assessing the viability of the waste system.  

 
11.4    Community Speed Watch 
            Cllr Manning reported that he and Cllr Mountcastle recently joined Thames Valley Police (TVP) for a 

Community Speed Watch in the village.  He further advised that a local Community Speed Watch group 
is being planned and that volunteers will be required to support the initiative. 
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12. Date of next meeting  

 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 13th October at 19:00 to be held at the Pavilion. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 21:25 
 
 
 
 Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
 Date …………………………………………………………… 


