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Minutes of the Monthly meeting of Lavendon Parish Council held at The Pavilion on Monday 13th January 
2025 
 

                     

Present: -  
Cllr Michael Chapman 
Cllr Martino Ginepro  
Cllr Gary Manning  
Cllr Louise MacKenzie -Chair 
Cllr Michelle Ramsden 
Cllr Alex Mountcastle  
 
Ward Cllr Peter Geary 
 
Pam Ayres - Clerk 

 
 

Welcome by the Chair – The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 
Meeting commenced at 19:30 

 
1.    To accept apologies for Absence: - 

   Apologies were received from: Ward Cllr Debbie Whitworth and PCSO Arlene Ormston. 
  

2.    Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 

3. To approve, and Chair to sign as a correct record, the Minutes of the meeting held on 
Monday 9th December 2024 

  
Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th December 2024 be approved and signed as a 
correct record.  

  
 

LAVENDON PARISH COUNCIL 
                

 Clerk 
The Pavilion 

       63a High Street 
     Lavendon 

MK46 4HA 

 
Tel: 01234 241941 

Email: clerk@lavendonpc.org 
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 4. Public Questions 
      There were 6 members of the public present. 
 

4.1 A resident, representing the members of the public present, addressed Councillors to express concerns 
regarding the planning application for the construction of eight dwellings on land to the North of Harrold 

Road (Behind the Glebe).  
 

The main concerns were: 
 

• Flooding: There’s not enough information about how flooding will be managed, raising 
concerns that the new development could increase the risk of flooding for nearby homes and 
the surrounding area. 
 

• Too Close to Existing Homes: The proposed houses are large and positioned close to existing 
properties, which could affect residents' privacy. 

 

• No Privacy Screens: The lack of proper landscaping or privacy screens could make these 
problems even worse for residents backing onto the development. 

 
4.2 A resident from Castle Road ask for flooding to be included as an agenda item for future meetings. 
 

 
5.        To receive PCSO’s Report 

PCSO Arlene Ormston was unable to attend the meeting but provided the following crime report for the 
period 09/12/2024 – 10/01/2025 
 

  Crime Report Incidents in Lavendon – 09/12/2024 – 10/01/2025 
 

Assault without injury (road rage incident) December 2024 

  

  

 
   

Other Incidents not crime related in Lavendon  
 

None  

  

 

Other Incidents in surrounding villages 
Burglaries and break into cars in Newport Pagnell, Olney, and Milton Keynes 

 
 
 

Any Other Business – Next Rural East Community Forum – Wednesday 26th February – 

Olney Centre at 7 pm 
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 6 Ward Councillors Report 

  Ward Cllr Peter Geary’s report included the following items: - 
  

6.1       MKCC Ward Boundary Review 
The consultation on draft proposals for new council wards and ward boundaries for MKCC is now open 
and will close on 24th February 2025. Councillors and residents are encouraged to share their feedback 
on the proposed changes. 

 
 6.2 MKCC draft Budget 2025/26 

MKCC has published its draft budget for the 2025/26 for consultation. Likely changes to the budget 
include the closure of the tip at Newport Pagnell to be replaced with a new facility at Old Wolverton. 
Proposals are also being considered for the introduction of a charge for households with more than 
one green bin. 

   
 Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would write to MKCC confirming its 

objections to the proposed budget reforms, in particular the planned closure of the tip at Newport 
Pagnell and the introduction of a fee for additional green bins. 

 
 Resolved: Cllr Manning to write to MKCC objecting to the proposed budget reforms. 
 

 6.3 Devolution deals – Bedfordshire & MKCC 
MKCC is proposing to partner with Councils in Bedfordshire to establish a new strategic authority as 
part of the Government’s devolution programme. If successful, the combined authorities would have a 
new, directly elected mayor as part of their devolution deal. 

  
 

7. Finance   
  
7.1 To receive the Clerk’s financial report for the period 1st December – 31st December 2024 and interim 

budget report for the period 1st October 2024 – 31st December 2024 
 

Resolved: That the schedule of receipts and payments made during the period 1st – 31st December 
2024 as circulated, be approved and the interim budget report for the period 1st October – 31st December 
204 noted.  

 
7.2 To appoint accounts scrutineer  
 Resolved: That Cllr Mountcastle be appointed as accounts scrutineer.  
   
7.3 Purchases for approval 
 The following items were put forward for approval: 

 

• The Clerk provided the meeting with details of renewal quotes for tractor insurance. The meeting 
considered the request, and it was agreed to accept the quote from M S Amin at a cost of £146.81. 
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8.  To receive Clerk’s Report 
 

8.1 LPC 2024 Action Plan – updates 

• Harrold Road Benches -Actioned 

 

• Kissing Gates -Actioned 

 

• Playing field- The Basket Swing - Actioned  

 

• Cemetery - Extension layout plan – Waiting for revised quote. 

 

• Neighbourhood Plan- Cllrs Chapman, Ginepro, Mountcastle and MacKenzie to lead a working 

group tasked with reviewing the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

• Flood Defences (Flood Response Team) – A draft copy of the plan has been forwarded to MKCC for 

comment.     

 
8.2 Olney Ward Councillor Grants 2024-25 

Applications for the Ward Councillor Grants 2024 -25 are now open. Ward councilors have a 
discretionary budget of £1,000 to help support parish or local community projects. Applications must 
be made by Friday 14th February 2024.  
 
Following a brief discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council would submit an application for 
funding to help cover the cost of purchasing flood defence equipment, such as gel bags and a storage 
unit.  
 
Resolved: That an application be made for grant funding to help cover the cost of purchasing flood 
defence equipment.  

 
8.3       Boroughwide Street Trading Consent – Renewal 

The Licensing Team at MKCC have received an application from Howe and Co for 8 Fish and Chip vans 
to trade Boroughwide for the following times: Monday to Sunday 12:00 – 14:30 and 16:00 – 21:00 

 
Anyone wishing to comment on the application should do so in writing to the Licensing Team at MKCC 
by 03/02/2025. 
 

  
8.4    Little Birches 

A request had been received from Little Birches Nurseries for the rental agreement to be extended for 
a further 10-15 years. After discussion, it was decided that the matter required further consideration 
and would be carried forward to the next meeting. 
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8.5.     Litter picking – Duke of Edinburgh Award 

A resident emailed to ask if her son could do litter-picking around the village as part of his Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. 
 
The meeting discussed the request, and it was agreed that the Parish Council would be happy to 
support the initiative. However, it was noted that the Parish Council would not be able to provide 
direct supervision whilst the little picking was being carried out. 
 

 
8.6 Allotment 

There are currently 2 vacant allotment plots. After discussion, it was agreed that Cllr Manning would 
arrange for the vacant plots to be advertised on Facebook.  

 
 

9.   Specific Agenda items 

 
9.1 To discuss the conclusions and recommendations of the Structural Survey reports for the Pavilion 

and Old School and agree actions to be taken. 
 The Clerk referred the meeting to the Structural Survey reports circulated prior to the meeting, 

highlighting key recommendations. After discussion, it was agreed to implement the report's 
recommendations. 

  
Resolved: That the recommendations outlined in the Structural Survey reports relating to the Old 
School and Pavilion be implemented. 

 
9.2        To discuss next steps following the transfer of land on the east side of Harrold Road.  

The meeting was asked to consider what action was needed following the recent transfer of the land to 
the Parish Council. A discussion took place, it was unanimously agreed that the priority was to secure 
the land. This would involve the erection of fencing and the installation of a gate to ensure the land is 
properly secure.  
 
The long-term use of the land was acknowledged as requiring further discussion and it was agreed to 
explore the matter in greater detail at the next meeting. 

 
 Resolved: That the land is made properly secure by erecting fencing and installing a gate.  
 
 

10. Planning Applications  
 

10.1 ENF/2024/0504  - At: 12 White Canons Drive, Lavendon, MK46 4FQ. Alleged breach of planning control 
at the above address has been logged. Details of the alleged breach: Unauthorized construction of 
front conservatory with timber & metal structure and a timber & polycarbonate roof. Noted. 
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10.2 PLN/2024/2694 - Proposed installation of roof mounted solar panels at Lavendon School, High Street, 
Lavendon MK46 4HA. No objections were raised. 

 
 

11. Parish related matters 

 
11.1 Greenhill Solar Farm 

Cllr Chapman reported that comments had been sent to Island Green Power suggesting amendments 
to the project which included the removal of 2 fields and adding more hedges. It was noted that the 
company had yet to respond to the recommendations put forward. 

               
 
11.2     Village Flood Meeting 

Cllr Manning asked if the arrangements for the next village flood meeting had been confirmed. The 
Clerk reported that she had not received an update from MKCC concerning the proposed meeting. 
 
Resolved: Clerk to firm up arrangements with MKCC and Ward Cllr Peter Geary.  

   
  

12. Date of next meeting  

 The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Monday 10th February at 19:30 to be held at the Pavilion. 
 
 

The meeting closed at 21:40 
 
 
 
Minutes agreed …………………………………………………………   
 
 
Date …………………………………………………………… 


